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Happy New Year!
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Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I
appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not
know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the
LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy';
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you
shall speak whatever I command you, Do not be
afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says
the LORD." Then the LORD put out his hand
and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to
me, "Now I have put my words in your mouth.
Jeremiah 1:4-9
Old Testament Lesson for January 30
Some time ago I will confess
to having watched an
episode
of
the
Jerry
Springer Show. I don’t
remember what the topic of
that particular episode was,
but at one point, one of the
guests got up out of her chair
and start trying to defend
herself by repeatedly yelling
at the audience, “YOU
DON’T KNOW ME!”
The implication was that no one there knew what she
had been through or her motives for her actions,
(which were undoubtedly not appropriate material for
a church newsletter.) Her words implied that only
someone who knew her very well could talk to her in
the way this audience did.
Too often, when we try to justify ourselves we end up
using a similar strategy. The only problem is that this
strategy never works with God. When we scream,
“YOU DON’T KNOW ME!” God says, "Before I
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before
you were born I consecrated you. . .” You can’t be
better known than that. God knows each of us
intimately, better even than we know ourselves, and
that can be scary. However, even though God knows
things about us that we would rather keep hidden,
God also knows the plans God has for us as

individuals and as a family of faith, and that too can
be scary but also exciting!
In our Old Testament lesson for January 30th, God
tells the prophet Jeremiah that he has been
appointed as a “prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah
tries to protest that he is too young, but God will have
none of it. When God is convinced that you’re the
right person for a task or ministry, who are you to
argue?
Likewise, as brothers and sisters in Christ’s family,
God knew each of us before we were born, and God
knew the ministry that he would call each of us. Not
only that, but God also equips us for that ministry. But
wait there’s more! God also promises to be with us.
This month we are preparing for our annual meeting
on February 6 to celebrate God’s work in us and
through us over 2021 and discern God’s will for us for
2022. I look forward to walking with you as we seek
to discern how God would have us serve our
neighbors and witness the saving power of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Geier
– AMONG OUR OWN –
Congratulations to…
Austin Worthington (son of Randy and Amber
Worthington) blessings on his baptism
Sympathies to…
Geri Holmseth as she mourns the death of her
cousin, Brenden Matheson

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE
November 2021
Actual

Budget

|

2020 Actual

General and Miscellaneous Income YTD
$494,290.37
$453,230.25 | $442,623.73
Capital Fund YTD
$166,900.32
$155,833.34

|
|

$149,811.35

Operational Expenses YTD
$553,258.74
$573,023.02

|
|

$615,053.50

Over / (Short)
$107,931.95

|
|

($22,618.42)

$36,040.57

THE PHILIPPIAN January 2022

Preschool Chatter
Happy New Year!
The month of December was of course a buzz in our
preschool! Being able to see the holiday season
through the eyes of young children is such a blessing!
The children were very busy in December learning
the true meaning of Christmas with our Mouse and
the Miracle story. This mouse visits our classroom
once a week in December and reminds us the reason
of the season and how to share God’s love with one
another. He also brings special notes and gifts to
share with the children including a M and M
prayer/treat and a kit to build our own nativity. The
children were also busy making gifts for their families,
decorating class Christmas trees, listening to stories,
and decorating Christmas cookies.
A huge blessing for our families and staff this year is
that the evening Christmas program was able to be
held on December 21. The children work so hard on
practicing their songs and it really is a magical
evening for everyone. Hearing the story of Jesus’
birth from these special children is truly a gift for
everyone involved.
We would like to thank everyone who took part in our
Scrip gift card fundraiser! We were able to raise over
$350 to spend on “fun extra” things we would not
have been able to afford otherwise!
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THANK YOU to the members of St. Philip’s who
supported our combined Bake/Soup Sale on
Saturday, November 20. Many, many people gave a
lot of hours to make this one-day event a success:
lefse makers (all done at home this year), vegetable
choppers and peelers, cashiers, Lista Klocow (signs
and all-around support), kitchen support staff,
servers, bakers, set-up and clean-up crew, and all
others who lent a hand. Thanks to the members of
the congregation who came to buy baked and canned
goods, including the many who bought soup-to-go.
We sold out of soup (≈ 86 quarts) by 10:30 am! A
special ‘thank you’ to Margaret Goderstad for her
promotional work and greeting at the door. As
always, the selection and quality of our food offerings
were unsurpassed. We raised $4,006 in 3½ hours on
Saturday and Sunday morning.
In addition, “Thrivent Action,” a program through
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans gave us a $250
credit card to purchase supplies. Our local WELCA
organization (Women of the ELCA) uses the profits
from the Saturday sale to provide Bible story books
for our 3-year olds, Bibles for our 3rd graders, help
with tuition for a female college student in Tanzania,
and various other mission projects. THANK YOU
AGAIN!
Susan Cruse, Kathy Stockman, Pam Hoffman and
David Weisser, co-chairs
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We hope you all had a wonderful holiday and blessing
into the new year!

THANK YOU St. Philip’s congregation on behalf of
Samaritan’s Purse. We sent off 53 boxes for the
Greatest Journey. The Gospel will be shared with 53
children.

Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein
Preschool Co-Directors

Robyn Tank and Emily Preston
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank You!
Mary Lou Christenson
would like to thank
St. Philip's, Boy Scout
Troop 23 and Camille
Nelson for the Evergreen
arrangement. She sends
her friends at St. Philip's
wishes for love and peace
during the holidays.

Thank you, St. Philip’s family, for your many prayers
and support during my father, Lee Davison's, short
illness and passing. We feel surrounded and blessed
by the many kind words, cards, and expressions of
sympathy as we mourn his loss.
God's Blessings,
Robyn and Dave Tank
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank you for all the kind words, hugs and cards at
the passing of my dad. It was greatly appreciated.
Vicki and Bill Pavlish
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SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
January 2

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

January 9

Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 16

Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 23

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

January 30

Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

IS HERE!
We are now livestreaming our worship services! It will
be a “work in progress” as we have to learn a new
software system before being able to take advantage
of our graphics package and we thank you for your
patience. You should be able to access it through our
church website, YouTube, Facebook or our
LiveControl website, https://1749-st-philips-lutheranchurch.livecontrol.tv/
To respect the privacy of our members, our cameras
will be focused on our chancel area rather than the
congregation and I will not use last names during our
prayers and announcements. If you have ideas as to
how to make our online worship experience better,
please let us know!

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP
It's time to start planning for summer! I
know, Christmas just ended, but registration at Green
Lake Bible Camp is open and the Early Bird
Registration discount ends on February 15!
If you'd like more information about summer camp
this year, we are having Camp Sunday on January
23. A representative from GLLM will be here to help
lead us in worship and answer questions. See you
there!

“HOW TO BE AN ANTI-RACIST”
Book Study Begins January 9
I think we all agree that racism is bad. I also believe
that even those who we might think of as overtly racist
do not see themselves that way. And if you are at all
like me, you would be quick to claim, “I am not racist.”
In the introduction to his book, “How to Be an AntiRacist”, Ibram X. Kendi says there is a problem with
being “not racist.” He writes, “It is a claim that signifies
neutrality: ‘I am not racist, but neither am I
aggressively against racism.’ But there is no
neutrality in the racism struggle.”
Starting January 9 at the 10:30 am adult forum, we
will gather to discuss and wrestle with our role in
standing against racism in it many forms. We will
undoubtedly be pushed out of our comfort zones, but
that is what the Holy Spirit does every time we grow
into the people we are called to be. Come join us as
we learn and grow together!

DAILY DEVOTION BOOK AVAILABLE
Christ in Our Home, a quarterly devotional resource
that encourages readers to live out their faith daily, is
available to anyone
in the congregation
They come out
quarterly, free of
charge. Each
reflective reading is
accompanied by a
daily
scripture
reference
and
prayer for the day
that follows the
Revised Common
Lectionary. They
are located on the
welcome center, in
large print and
pocket sized.
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ANNUAL MEETING WILL AGAIN BE
BOTH IN-PERSON AND VIA ZOOM
On Sunday, February 6 at 10:45 am, St. Philip’s
Lutheran Church will conduct our congregation’s
annual meeting. At this meeting we will accept reports
from our staff ministry team and lay ministry team
leaders, vote on lay leadership for the coming year,
approve a budget.
We will also be voting how to distribute our tithe of
capital campaign and miscellaneous income between
various local and broader ministries. This year the
council decided to distribute our tithe with top vote
getter in each category getting 25% of the tithe, the
two ministries with the next highest votes would each
get 15% and the other ministries would receive 10%
or 5%. The ballot will look like this:
1.Which local ministry do you most wish to support?
o Lewis House - emergency housing and
assistance for victims of domestic
violence
o Hastings Family Service - provides a
variety of emergency and support
services
o Food 4 Kids - provides weekend meals
for children who don't have enough to eat
2.Which ministry beyond the Hastings area do you
most wish to support?
o ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief- Aid to
victims of recent tornadoes in Midwest
o Dakota County Matrix Emergency
Shelter - provides safe place to sleep
November-April
o My Very Own Bed (Minnesota) provides beds for children transitioning
to permanent housing
o Planting Hope - synod wide campaign
to strengthen inviting ministries, renew
congregations, raise up the next
generation of leaders, and invest in a
transformative project on East side of
St. Paul.
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participating. Like in previous years we will keep
record of all those participating. You will note that
there are green and red pieces of paper inserted in
the newsletter that should provide enough materials
for two voting members per household. If there are
more than two voting members, any green or red
paper will work or a paper with “YES” or “NO” written
in large letters will suffice.
Please stay tuned for the Zoom links for our budget
and constitution forums.

FEBRUARY 6, 2022
10:45 am
SAMARITAN PURSE PROGRAM
PROVIDES GLOBAL HELP
Robyn Tank and Emily Preston manage the
Samaritan Purse outreach effort at St. Philip's every
November. The program allows a member to take
one or more of the provided boxes and fill them with
practical school supplies and basic personal needs
matched with a gender and an age. Fifty-three boxes
were filled and returned for shipment to the Samaritan
Purse site in Minneapolis.

There will be again be an option to participate via
Zoom. This was made possible last year by a council
action due to the COVID-19 pandemic. There will also
be opportunities to discuss the budget in the weeks
prior to the annual meeting through Zoom meetings
as well.
We will still need a quorum to complete these
important matters and we anticipate that everything
should take less than an hour, so please plan on

Sam Willis is shown with Emily Preston and his
children amongst the filled boxes
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BAPTISMS CONTINUE TO
WARM OUR HEARTS
Austin Worthington was brought forward to be
baptized on a recent Sunday. At four years old he
paid full attention to the words and prayers being said
for him and proudly met the congregation's applause
as he was escorted down the aisle by Pastor Geier.

PLEDGE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Bringing forward one's "Grace of Giving" commitment
card for the work of the Lord in the context of St.
Philip's congregation is a solemn exercise.
On Christ the King Sunday, November 21, members
were invited to bring their commitment card forward
and place it into a prepared basket. Deborah Dreher
presided during the in-gathering.

Austin Worthington fully takes in
the words of the Sacrament of Baptism
At the time of this printing, 107 households have
responded which represents nearly $280,000 in
pledged giving to the General Fund and $131,000 to
the Capital Fund in 2022. There will be a slight
change in these numbers as the year closes.
Developing a budget is done with pledged giving and
non-pledged giving which is based on previously
experienced numbers.
The Stewardship Ministry Team thanks every
household who returned their card with whatever
decision was fitting for them. There is "Grace in
Giving" and its alive at St. Philip's.

Following his Baptism,
Austin is escorted up the
aisles to meet the congregation
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BAKE AND SOUP SALE
HAD A GOOD DAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

On Saturday, November 25, a new version of the
annual Soup Lunch and Bake Sale was offered to
members and the public. The "eating in" experience
was eliminated. Quarts of two kinds of soup were sold
for $8 as a carry out item. Baked goods sales were
conducted as usual but with a larger space allowed
for them. Some members had graciously made lefse
at home which has been the draw to the sale in
previous years. No corporate lefse making was done.
Proceeds from the sale totaled $4,006 which was
regarded as very strong given the times we live in.
WELCA uses profits such as these for both external
and internal mission driven purposes. Bibles for St.
Philip's youth, supporting teens going to the National
Youth Gathering, tuition for a woman student in
Tanzania who will become a teacher, plus disaster
relief and other human needs managed by Lutheran
Social Service of Minnesota.

THANK YOU to all the families who participated in
this year's Christmas program! The kids did a great
job singing and reading the Scriptures, and all of the
art/photo submissions were so creative and fun!

WELCA offers its thanks to the membership for their
donations of goods and financial resources. Thrivent
Financial provided $250 toward expenses based on
its Action Team program, which was managed by
Margaret Goderstad.

Pictured on Soup and Baked Goods day are Kathy
Stockman, Pam Hoffman, Sue Cruse,
Geneva Weisser and David Weisser

Cashiers Katy Lindberg and Deborah Dreher
helping a customer

We are so grateful to have had the opportunity to put
this program together, and I know the children
enjoyed participating. If you weren't able to see the
Christmas program in person or livestreamed, you
can find the recording on the St. Philip's YouTube
page.
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KEEPING CONNECTED
Hello from the Gathje family! We moved to Hastings
from Burnsville in
October
2003
when
I
was
pregnant with our
youngest
daughter, and I
started looking for
a new church
home during the
winter/spring after
she was born. At the first St. Philip’s service I
attended, Pastor Ed was preaching and won me over
with his humbleness and wisdom. During the
announcements he talked about financial and other
help the congregation had given the Jackson family
after a recent fire at their home. I was immediately
struck by what a caring community this was.
Music was also a big factor in my search. Ellen
Diischer warmly welcomed me to sing with the choir
as a visitor. I plopped myself down in the alto section
and have been there since (until Covid paused us). I
remember sitting by Jan Kochendorfer at that first
rehearsal and finding a quick connection through our
art backgrounds. Molly was baptized in May 2004,
and we “officially” became members sometime that
year as well.
One of my favorite things about this church
community is the connections made between adults
and kids at all ages. Both of my daughters attended
St. Philip’s preschool. “Miss Kim” Sill, who taught
them both as preschoolers, was later one of Molly’s
confirmation mentors. LuAnn Roiger taught them
piano lessons for several years. Ellen nurtured them
through years of choir and musicals. Annette Hanson
(who was Molly’s kindergarten teacher) mentored
Sarah in high school when she expressed an interest
in teaching.
Besides Sanctuary Choir, I’ve also been blessed to
be part of other music ministries at St. Philip’s helping with the Cherub and Children’s Choirs when
my girls were younger, leading Holden Prayer Lenten
services, and currently ringing with the JoyPhil
Ringers bell choir. Sarah and Molly also had the
opportunity to sing and lead worship with the Praise
Bands led by both Joel and Nathan, and it was a joy
to watch them grow in this role.
I work full time at American Family Insurance/Tony
Ciro Agency in Hastings, where I’m lucky to have
several St. Philip’s members as clients – it always

brightens my day to see you all outside of church too!
Dean is a production manager at TE Connectivity in
Plymouth. Sarah is in her sophomore year at Winona
State, majoring in Elementary Education, and Molly is
a senior at Hastings with plans to attend the
University of Montana next fall. And we have an 8year-old Chinook "puppy" named Daisy who keeps us
on our toes. Happy New Year and peace to you all!
Hi, we are Wayne and Gladys Campbell. We met in
Mankato in 1969
and were married 4
years later. We
moved to Hastings
in 1974 and after
visiting a couple of
churches in town we
decided
on
St.
Philip’s because of
the family feel. Joining in May of 1975, on fishing
opener Sunday, we enjoyed small groups as a way to
get to know more people and Wayne played on the
softball team. Our son Dan was born in 1978 and
daughter Melissa was born in 1981.
Over the years Gladys taught Sunday and Bible
school, our children were baptized, had first
communion and were confirmed at St. Philip’s. Dan
went to Mission Mexico and Gladys joined Melissa
when she went as well. We really enjoyed the many
candlelight buffets at the beginning of Advent. These
included energetic hosts, playing games which
decided the table that got to eat first, many door
prizes and wonderful programs. They were always a
great night out with our church family.
In 2002 we all made a trip out to Utah to watch Dan
in the Olympics. We want to thank the prayer team
for their support during Olympic trials and when Dan
severely frost bit his hands while racing. Dan now
lives in Montana with his wife Sarah and their sons
Voss (7) and Henning (5). Dan is still skiing and
running doing ultra-trail races in the mountains. He
plans on skiing 135 miles from International Falls to
Tower at the end of January in the Arrowhead 135.
Melissa
blessed
us
with
two
beautiful
granddaughters, Andy (13) and Emily (8). She lives
in Hastings and we enjoy spending time with her and
the girls frequently.
We are now retired and enjoying time fishing,
camping and we even took a cruise in the Caribbean.
Gladys enjoys playing bells with Melissa as part of the
JoyPhil ringers. Special thanks go out to our very
patient conductor.
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We, Bob and Linda Brommer, were born and raised
in Eastern Washington
state. We went to
Washington
State
University, where we
met,
married,
and
graduated.
Bob
graduated with an Animal
Science degree and was
employed by the USDA
Livestock
Marketing
program. (Many people
recognized his voice on
the radio as he reported
the daily trends of the
market.) Linda’s degree was in Elementary
Education. She taught in several states as we moved
around for Bob’s job. Of course our 2 children moved
with us – Washington (where Rob was born, and Bob
was in Korea for his service in the army), Oregon,
Texas (where Laura was born), Iowa, Kansas,
Michigan, South Dakota, and finally Minnesota,
where we stayed! We have been blessed with 4
grandchildren and 3 beautiful great granddaughters,
one of which you see in the picture.
We moved to Hastings in 1977. We found a small
Lutheran church just a few blocks from our home, and
never looked elsewhere. St. Philip’s has been our
church home for 44 years. We came during the
transition of Pastor Seidelmann to Pastor David
Thompson. David used to comment that Rob was one
of the first members to welcome him to the
community – he stopped on his paper route,
introduced himself, and welcomed the Thompson
family to Hastings. (He also gained a new customer
and best friend, Jonathan!)
Our faith journey at St. Philip’s has been very
rewarding in such a friendly, supportive community of
worshipers. Both kids attended Sunday school, were
involved in youth group activities, were confirmed,
and Laura was married at St. Philip’s. Rob was
married in North Dakota by Pastor Thompson. Linda
taught Sunday school, helped with garage sales,
various luncheons, and served on the communion set
up committee. Bob served on the church council a
number of years, and always ended up on
stewardship! One especially fun activity was taking
the high school youth group to Colorado with Sherry
Akins – lots of stories! We have also been ushers,
greeters, and worship coordinators for a number of
years.
In our later years we have been able to sit back and
enjoy the warmth and friendliness of our
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congregation. We feel blessed to be a part of St.
Philip’s, and will always be near our place of worship
in the new columbarium!

Happy New Year! I am Melissa Campbell. My parents
are
Wayne
and
Gladys Campbell who
joined the church after
putting down roots in
Hastings. One of my
favorite
stories
growing up was of my
first church service. I
was born on a
Wednesday and my
parents had me in
church the following
Sunday. A little child
sitting in the row behind my parents exclaimed that
my mother was pregnant last Sunday and this week
she had a baby!
Growing up I enjoyed participating in many different
youth events including summer church camp,
Vacation Bible School, Mission Mexico, the National
Lutheran Youth Gathering in New Orleans,
Louisiana, hiking in the Big Horn Mountains and high
school lock in/service nights including the 30-hour
famine. I also loved helping out with lefse making and
Lenten suppers.
As an adult my church family has continued to bless
me during times of sorrow and times of joy. They were
there for me when I lost my college boyfriend in a car
accident and rejoiced with me during the baptisms of
my two wonderful children, Andy and Emily. Both of
my kids attended preschool at St. Philip’s and have
enjoyed participating in different activities including
Easter egg hunts, Vacation Bible School, the
children’s musicals and Christmas pageants.
I now am blessed with a job I enjoy, working for a
health insurance company, and my commute is less
than a mile to my home office at mom and dad’s
house. In my spare time I enjoy traveling, playing
bells at church and with the Bells of the Bluffs.

I started as a member at 4 days old and 40 years
later I can say this church has always felt like
another home to me. There are so many
members here that feel like a part of my
extended family and I could not think of a better
place to come and worship than a place I have
always felt so loved.

10

THE PHILIPPIAN January 2022

THE PHILIPPIAN January 2022

11

12 PHILIP’S STAFF
ST.
Gregory Geier, Pastor
pastorgeier@splchastings.org
Noreen Swanson, Organist
swansonhastings@centurylink.net
Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ellend@splchastings.org
Sarah Bennett, Director of Children,
Youth and Family Ministries
sarahb@splchastings.org
Christine Rydel, Business Manager
christiner@splchastings.org
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician
johnd@splchastings.org
Lista Klocow, Office Manager
listak@splchastings.org
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Rachel Moritz, Assistant Teacher
preschool@splchastings.org
Kari Vortherms, Assistant Teacher
preschool@splchastings.org
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651-437-6541
www.splchastings.org

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Sunday Worship Service:
In-Person and Live Stream Worship at 9:30 am
(Live Stream on Facebook and YouTube)

TIME DATED MATERIAL
**Return Service Requested
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, MN 55033

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #148
Hastings, MN 55033

