The Philippian
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church of Hastings, Minnesota
Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are
…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46
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January
Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 4
Epiphany / Leftover Sunday
Congregational Open Forum
Saturday, January 10
Men’s Quarterly Meeting
Sunday, January 25
Camp Sunday

2

THE PHILIPPIAN January 2015

WHEN GOD WINKS - A
New Year is here. I am amazed
at how fast seven months have
passed since I came to St. Philip’s
as your interim pastor. One
thing is clear, and that is, it has
been a time of transition. At
times of transition in your life,
you might seem out of sorts –
lost. Something happens to you
unexpectedly, turning everything
upside down. You realize things are not going to be the
same again. A feeling creeps over you – as uncertainty
invades your mind, you have the feeling of a loss of
control. When you lose someone or something you love,
the stages of mourning begin to unfold: shock; anger;
sadness. You wonder how you can possibly get along.
Often, at times like this, God winks at you. Through a
coincidence or answered prayer God sends you a message
– just as real as placing His arm around you – providing
you with a concrete connection to him. I believe God has
been sending godwinks to us more frequently. I believe
we, as a body of believers, have become more sensitive
and attuned to God’s messages. God is sending messages
to guide us through transitions, bolster and give us
strength to dream new ways to share the love of Christ
within St. Philip’s and beyond. As we go forward in this
New Year God reminds us that we are not alone. He has
an amazing plan for St. Philip’s future. So let’s join hands,
step out in faith and be on the lookout for godwinks
because the best is truly yet to be!
See YOU in church!

Pastor Ralph

- AMONG OUR OWN –
Congratulations to…
Quentin and Heidi Nelson on their 10th wedding
anniversary January 15.
Trey Tavernier (son of Rick and Mindy Tavernier)
blessings on his baptism.
Sympathies to...
Betty Lou Baysinger as she mourns the death of her
brother Dale Baysinger.
Rick Carlson and family as they mourn the death of his
brother Glen Carlson.
Camille Nelson as she mourns the death of her brother
Jack Gores.

PRESCHOOL CHATTER...
December at the ELC was filled
with so much excitement, as one
can imagine, with 3-5 year olds
anticipating Christmas.
Our
focus being on the birth of baby
Jesus; we learned the story of
the Nativity, made gifts for our
parents, decorations for our
homes, and practiced, practiced,
practiced for our Christmas
program. Once again, we held
our Christmas programs in the
evening and in the sanctuary. It was such an excellent
space to accommodate many family, friends, and relatives
that were in attendance. We followed each program with
a reception; including punch and cookies, and lots of
fellowship. What a gift celebrating the birth of Christ
through the joy, wonder, and innocence that only young
children can give. We are very fortunate to have great
kids, dedicated families, and a talented staff here at the
ELC. It is a privilege to work with these people each day.
And a special thank you to all of the grandparents who are
involved in dropping off and picking up these kids. It is
pretty special seeing their involvement in their
grandchildren’s life here at St. Philip’s. Finally, our stuffed
animal drive benefitting
the
Hastings
Fire
Department was a
great success!! We
appreciate our families’
generosity in giving to
others
in
our
community.
Everyone at St. Philip’s
Early Learning Center
hopes that your new
year is filled with many
blessings!

Angie McGinnis
Preschool Director

THERE WILL BE A CONGREGATIONAL OPEN
FORUM on Sunday, January 4 at 9:40 am with discussion
about St. Philip’s as we move forward. The gathering will
be held in the community room.
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Thank You!
Thank you so much to our entire St. Philip’s family for all
of the prayers, cards, hugs and love bestowed on us while
dealing with the passing of my brother. It was remarkable
to feel so much support and caring during such a difficult
time. We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful
church-family to lift us up when we need it.
With love and gratitude,
Rick Carlson and Family
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
following Meals on Wheels drivers for their dedication
during the past year. Your time and compassion given to
the following recipients is appreciated:
Sherry Akins, Stephanie Becken, Helen Brudvig, Kelly Cox,
Mary Lou Christenson, Carol Hellen, Darla Kimmes,
Dennis Kohn, Nick and Sue Kylen, Loren and Valerie
Mollet, Jim and Vonnie Olson, Tim Peterson, Kristian
Ronning, Glenda Schnirring, Bonnie Shaleen and Francis
Rego, Earl and Kathy Stockman, Paul and Karen
Swanstrom and Jim Zeimet.
Thank you again to those who have driven and those who
will be joining our team in the year to come.
Blessings,
Pat Kohn
Driver Coordinator
Thank you to the members of St. Philip’s who supported
our Soup Lunch and Bake Sale on Saturday, November 22.
It takes so many individuals to make this one day event a
success. Thanks to our lefse makers, vegetable chopper
and peelers and bakers. Thanks to the members of the
congregation who came to buy baked goods and then
took the time to enjoy a bowl of soup with family or
friends. In addition to the baked goods donated by our
members, we made and sold over 250 packages of lefse
and over 20 gallons of soup. Our $3,600 was raised in
just three short hours! In addition, Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans, through a program called “Thrivent Action,”
gave us a $250 credit card to be used to purchase
supplies. Our local WELCA organization, the women of
the ELCA, uses these monies to provide Bible storybooks
for our 3 year olds. Bibles for our 3rd graders, help with
tuition for a female college student in Tanzania, and
various other mission projects. Thank you again.
Susan Cruse and Kathy Stockman, Co-Chairs
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Thank you to all for the many expressions of
sympathy at the time of the passing of our brother,
Jack Gores. We appreciate the support from our
friends at St. Philip's, and thank you for your prayers
for Jack throughout the years. Words of comfort
and listening compassion meant so much. We also
thank Gordon Gathright for his beautiful gift of music
as he sang at the funeral. What a blessing he has
been to us all! Thank you, dear friends.
Darryl and Camille Nelson
HELLO! First of all I want to thank you all for this
amazing opportunity; I’m very excited to be a part of the
St. Phillip’s staff and congregation! I suppose you’d all like
to know a little bit about me. I am originally from
Litchfield, Minnesota and graduated from Litchfield High
School. I spent my freshman year of college at ConcordiaSt. Paul but transferred to South Dakota State University
in Brookings, South Dakota before my sophomore year.
After a year there, I decided on an English major. After
two days of that, I decided on anything but an English
major, and switched to Early Childhood. I just very
recently graduated from SDSU with that degree in ECE. I
have spent the last four summers counseling at Shores of
St. Andrew, which is an affiliate of Green Lake Lutheran
Ministries – some of you may already know me from
there! I currently have a girlfriend, Sammy, who is finishing
up her senior year at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.
She is from Litchfield, too, but we met three years ago
while we were both working at Green Lake Lutheran
Ministries. We have been dating for about 4 months now.
I am blessed enough to have two households – my dad,
Pat, step-mom, Kim, and two younger brothers, Sam and
Liam, who live in Cold Spring, Minnesota, and my mom,
Steph, lives in Minneapolis, which is where I currently live,
as well. My older sister, Claire, recently traveled to Korea
(the good one) to teach English, and will be there for at
least a year (I know we have only just met, but prayers for
my sister would be appreciated. Lord knows she needs
them…). Again, I am excited to be here, and appreciate
how welcoming you all have already been to me!
Joe Russell
Coordinator of Children and Young Family Ministries
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Dear St. Philip’s Church Congregation,
It is with mixed emotions that I inform you of my
resignation as Director of St. Philip’s Early Learning
Center. I have been offered the position of Early
Childhood Family Education Coordinator for the Hastings
School District.
The decision to leave this job, that I absolutely love, was a
very difficult one for me. It was not ever my intention to
seek other employment. I have truly loved every aspect
of my job here at St. Philip’s. This opportunity was
brought to my attention upon the retirement of the
current coordinator. After great amount of thought and
prayer, I have decided it is an opportunity that I just
cannot pass up and one that benefits our family.
My last day will be on January 22. I will work hard to make
this transition go as smoothly as possible. The ELC staff is
a talented and hard working group of individuals that care
deeply for the children and families they serve. They will
work to ensure a smooth transition as well.
I am so grateful for my time here! It has been very
rewarding on so many levels. The people of this
congregation have been so supportive of the ELC
program. Through your support this ministry continues to
impact a countless number of children and families in our
community. There is no doubt that this will continue for
many years to come.

A NEW YEAR - A NEW TRADITION. On Sunday,
January 5 at all services we will have a BLESSING OF
EVERY HOUSEHOLD. Whether you are a household of
one or ten, after receiving communion you will move to a
station where a pastor or prayer team member will offer a
short prayer of blessing and thank you for being part of
the St. Philip’s family in Christ. Please extend an invitation
to extended family members to join you in worship that
day, too.
BEING AN ACOLYTE - St. Philips’ young people in
Confirmation instruction and beyond typically act as
acolytes for Sunday morning worship. Being an acolyte is
a distinct honor and responsibility and can be thought of
as a ministry itself. The lighting of the altar candles
symbolizes bringing
Christ
into
the
congregation’s
presence and puts
the congregation in
readiness for the
worship
service.
Acolyte’s
receive
instruction as to its
meaning and are
taught to carry out
the task with order
and dignity.

With Heartfelt Gratitude,
Angie McGinnis
ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 15 - St. Philip’s
annual business meeting will begin with a potluck lunch no
later than 11:30 am followed by the business meeting in
the sanctuary at 12:15 pm. The annual meeting is a
meeting of high importance to all members. Voting
members are members who have been confirmed and
have made a contribution of record to St. Philip’s.
(Constitution C8.02.C)
The 2015 spending plan, council officers, committee
members, nominating committee and audit committee
people are elected at this meeting. Action regarding the
Call Committee will also be on the agenda.
Those planning to share in the potluck lunch should bring
something according to the following:
A-I salad; J-R –Dessert S-Z Main Dish
Questions about the meeting may be directed to
President Rick Carlson or Vice President Gary McDougall.
Potluck questions to Beth Fahlstrom of the Inviting
Ministries committee.

Acolyte Sydni Nelson supported Sam Witt
who was being an acolyte for the first time

TIME AND TALENT UPDATE TIME. There have
been many changes in the programing and interest in you
the members of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church. To try and
understand these changes we would like to have you look
over the Time and Talent sheet that is enclosed in the
newsletter and indicate where you would like to become
involved in the Mission of our church. We will be taking
some time during the service on January 11, 2015 to fill
these out and collect them as you leave the service. To
expedite this process you could fill them out in advance.
Prayerfully consider where you would like to be the
Hands and Feet of Jesus in our community and the world.
Blessings to You,
The Stewardship Team
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I HAVE BEEN A CHURCH MUSICIAN since 1997.
Since the beginning I
have been asked to
lead a contemporary
worship service at
each of the churches I
have served. Having
grown up in the
church, I have a deep
love for Lutheran traditions and have studied why we do
what we do in my college career.
One driving force behind Lutheran worship is called the
Lectionary. A lectionary is a collection of readings from
the Bible assigned to each Sunday of the year. It is used to
help the congregation navigate through Jesus’ life and
teachings in a purposeful way.
But, being a contemporary worship leader in a lectionary
based church is difficult. Much of the contemporary music
is born out of churches that do not follow a lectionary,
and so there are many Sundays when it is difficult to find
songs that support and reinforce the readings. Lutheran
Worship Leaders need contemporary music that is easily
sing-able in a congregational setting, based on the
lectionary readings and Lutheran in theology. From the
beginning I have looked for a resource just like this but
have been unable to find one. I have decided to write one.
To write a song for each Sunday in the three year
lectionary cycle is daunting. So, my goal for the first year
would be to write 10 songs based on the readings of
Sundays that are the least likely to have current music
based on them.
My long-term goal would be to create a resource for:
 Worship Leaders in my situation who want to
maintain the heritage of their church by honoring
the readings of the lectionary but have been asked
to lead a contemporary worship service
 Church Music Directors or Leaders who have been
asked to lead non-traditional music but have little to
no experience with it and need a place to start
 Musicians
who
primarily
perform
solo
contemporary music and are looking for
congregational-friendly contemporary music
You can participate with me in this project.
Each song I write I will release during a 10:00 am worship
service at St. Philip’s. Come to my website to see the
Sunday’s when this will happen and listen to the songs
ahead of time so that during worship you can sing
confidently.
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I will be raising money to cover the costs of recording,
production and marketing. Come to my Kickstarter page
(It will launch on February 1 and it will be open for 30
days). Check it out. Tell your friends. Kickstarter is a
website that helps individuals like me put together a
fundraising package to which one can direct friends and
family. It provides a place to be able to process donations
electronically which makes it easier for supporters to
donate.
Like me on Facebook (Naomi Stout Publishing). I will be
using this page and YouTube to promote new songs. Be
the first to know by liking my page and being notified
when a new song is ready.
Pray for this project. Above all, I want to use the gifts God
has given me to participate in His ministry the best way I
can. I feel strongly that He has placed this on my heart,
prepared me and put me in this place, at this time, for this
purpose.
Thank you for the last four years. I am looking forward to
what is next.
Naomi Stout
BE WILLING TO SERVE - Every year at this time an
elected committee of fellow members from the previous
annual meeting determine which council openings have
vacancies and set out to find a member to fill that position.

For the past month a table has been conspicuously located
in the narthex which lets one step up and discover the
duties of the various committees, committee chairs, and
executive board positions. St. Philip's is a congregation
governed by its members. Be willing to prayerfully
consider accepting an opportunity to serve for the next
council term. It's a privilege and honor to do so.
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2015 GARAGE AND PLANT SALE IS JUNE 6 Veterans of the 10 year tradition of an annual Garage and
Plant Sale for St. Philip’s are ready to “show the way
“toward another sale in 2015. It will be Saturday, June 6
from 8 am to 3 pm.
People will be invited to get on the steering committee
when the first meeting is held in March. Be saving your
nice things. We do the pricing. This annual fundraiser
builds community both within the congregation and the
surrounding community. Questions may be directed to
Glenda Schnirring, gleners@embarqmail.com.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD ENJOYED A
BIG RESPONSE - Josh Tank along with this mother
Robin Tank and the whole Tank family led the initiative
called “Operation Christmas Child”. This entailed the
adopting of a shoe box which one would fill for a certain
age and gender of a child along with postage cost of $7 for
a child in another part of the world. One hundred ten gift
boxes were filled and returned to the church by St. Philip’s
members. A warm thank you to all who were able to
carry out this wonderful outreach endeavor led by the
Tanks.

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED how many of our youth
there are at St. Philip’s on any given Sunday?
And not simply sitting in the pews listening
to the choir or Pastor Ralph, but how
many of these young people are actually
participating in Worship in some way?
We should not forget how important these youth
are to St. Philip’s, our growth and direction within our
church and our community.
We talk about our Time and Talents and our steward
responsibilities, but I think we tend to forget how that
affects our young people as well. As recent of a purchase
of not 1, 2 or 3, but 4 llamas might be a kind reminder of
their willingness to participate and show their
commitment to St. Philip’s.
A few months ago, my family and I took our turn as
greeters. Cody, my 10 year old stands with us, and I must
admit does not always seem completely at ease. Cody
watched one of our members walk slowly to the door.
He left our side, opened and held the outside door to
those entering St. Philip’s. A small gesture, maybe.
But that is not what we remember most about that day.
A few days later, Cody received a hand written post card
from Pastor Ralph, thanking him for what he had done.
Acknowledging him for his actions that morning. To a 10
year old, that was pretty cool!
So please, the next time you see our youth sharing of their
time and talents and showing their dedication to St.
Philip’s, please say thank you.
And that post card, still sits on the refrigerator, held with
a magnet, for all to see.

Seen far left are Josh and Robin Tank as they stand
dwarfed by the shoe box project.

ST. PHILIP’S MEMBER ANNETTE RAIMANN has
started her journey in the process of adopting a child. A
fundraiser/benefit is being planned for spring of 2015, and
donations are being sought for a silent auction. Do you
have goods or services you would be willing to
contribute? Call Becky Tollefson with questions at 651428-4051.

Make It A Great Year!
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ST.
PHILIP’S
WELCA
ANNUAL
SOUP
LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE UPDATE - Nearly
$3,700 was raised to support the higher education of a
Tanzanian woman student and general support of Bible
purchases for St. Philip’s young people through the annual
Bake Sale and Soup Luncheon. The sale was conducted
the Saturday before Thanksgiving. It is well received by
members and many visitors who come to have lunch or
purchase take-out quarts of soup. Also, over two
hundred packages of lefse had been made by St. Philip’s
teams during three work sessions at the church. Sue
Cruse heads up the lefse making days and the bake sale.
Kathy Stockman heads up the making of three large
roasters of soups which are made the day before the sale.
Thrivent Financial provided support of $250 for supply
purchases which greatly helped maximize the day’s effort.

Gerri Holmseth and Patty Todnem are shown with
tables of baked goods and the lefse table

Seen are 10 of the 14 women who came to help
make soup the day before the sale

Al Todnem of the Stewardship
committee offered the new
and beautiful St. Philip’s
packaged note cards for
people’s use. They are $10 for
13 cards and available
through Al, or Gerri Lundby of
the Stewardship committee.

Mary Rock wearing
the Thrivent issued
t-shirt as she
packages and helps
carry out people’s
purchases

Cindy Toppin, Sue Drummond, and Barb Jorenby are
enjoying their roles as cashiers on such a prosperous day

Joyce Wolverton had a table of boxed
puzzles to offer the shoppers

Arden Sanstead tends the table of pins that
benefit synod homeless projects

8

THE PHILIPPIAN January 2015

“A LIGHT HAS DAWNED” St. Philip’s 2014 Christmas
Program held on December 14 at
the 10 am worship service was
presented by 65 boys and girls
from preschool to sixth grade.
The script “A Light has Dawned”
was written by member Stephanie
Becken who also managed the
choreography and costuming. Cynthia Clanton was the
organist. Over 320 members and visitors gathered to
witness the beautifully expressed version of the Christmas
story and its history.
King Herod (Ethan Bernt) and advisor (Brody Hampl)
strategizing the news of Jesus’ birth

Four of eight young boys played the
roles of animals in the pageant

Mary (Julia Ronning) and Joseph (Roland
Zietlow) tending the baby Jesus

King Herod’s men waiting for their orders

Katy Lindberg expressing thanks to
Stephanie Becken for her leadership
in the Christmas pageant
Little angels sharing their light on the manger scene
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MEET SUSAN AND BOB CRUSE, two St. Philip’s
VIVs – Very Important Volunteers!
Susan and Bob
have volunteered
at St. Philip’s in
many ways over
the years. You
often will see them
serving as worship
coordinators,
making
sure
everything
is
running smoothly at an 8:30 a.m. Sunday service. Here’s
what the Cruses say about volunteering:
It’s a fun way to meet people. “We enjoy seeing and
visiting with people when we are worship coordinators.
It’s a perfect way to get to know people and feel like
you’re part of things.”
Try it; you’ll like it! “Don’t
be nervous. Volunteers are
needed and appreciated.
Try job shadowing a
worship coordinator. If you
can remember to get the
church key, pick up the
donut holes and start the
coffee, all the other details
are written down. It’s not
hard.”
Thank you to all our
worship VIVs! You make St.
Philip’s a wonderful place
to worship together.
If you are not yet a St. Philip’s volunteer, please join our
VIV team. Find the time and talents form in the literature
rack in the church entry, list your interest areas and drop
off the form in the church office. Soon you’ll be a VIV, too!
A QUESTION THAT ONLY YOU CAN
ANSWER… Do you have expertise in an
area that you would like to teach or share
with other women? If so, consider sharing
your expertise at the Ladies Fun Night on
Friday, February 6! It can be a craft item to
make, nutrition/healthy living/cooking information or
anything else that you would like to share/teach women in
multiple small groups throughout the evening. If you are
interested or have questions, call Pat Kohn at 651-4286065 or Ruth Jackson at 651-437-7610
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ADULT FORUM - The spring Adult Forum will have
four major topics:
• Continuing along with the Animate series, a second
sequence will deal with the Christian Faith and
Practices. See full page for each of the seven topics.
The first session—Prayer: Oriented toward GOD—will
start on January 11, 2015.
• Should the Ten Commandments be re-written,
brought up-to-date? Express your opinion with NextGen Eleven Commandments or The Commandments
2.0. How to relate the Ten Commandments to
today’s society.
• Managing Health Care: Long-Term Care Insurance;
Saying Goodbye; Hospice; Funeral Planning.
• Lastly, Mission May will include activities and events
from mission trips locally, nationally, and
internationally.
Follow Sunday’s Bulletin for weekly details.
COMING UP!
ADOPT A GRANDPARENT
PROGRAM - Everyone is invited to stop
by the Adopt a Grandparent table in the
narthex on Sunday, January 18, 25 and
February 1.
Anyone can Adopt a
Grandparent (Augustana resident). Our goal is to provide
80 Happy Valentine Gift Bags so that each resident knows
we support and care for them. Simply stop by the table in
the narthex and purchase a gift bag for $10 each. Place
your name on a special gift tag and let the St. Philip’s youth
take it from there. Gifts will be hand-delivered on
Valentine’s Day! Come be part of this great opportunity to
not only give a gift to an Augustana Care Center resident,
but also $1 from every gift bag will go to our 6th Graders
at St. Philip’s for the gift of a Prayer Book!
QUARTERLY MEN’S GROUP - The next meeting of
the Quarterly Men’s Group will be on Saturday, January
10 at 8:30 am. All men are invited to attend to hear a
presentation by local physician Dr. Dick Andrews. Until
his recent retirement as full time physician, Dr. Andrews
served the Hastings community for many years and he
continues to provide patient services. Dick will be guiding
us through “the top 5 medical issues facing men today"
(you'll be surprised what they are!) in a manner which
shows us that he has a real heart for men's ministry and
the importance of an engaged spiritual life. Please join us
as we have some good morning coffee, a light snack and
fellowship with others as we learn ways to improve our
health. Q and A time will follow his message, with
dismissal promptly at 10 am. Come and bring a friend!
Please mark your calendar now for this casual, fun and
informative time. If you have any questions, please
contact Dan Retka at 651-295-7835.
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF
Ralph Olsen, Interim Senior Pastor
simbaralph@yahoo.com
cell: 651-230-5624
Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate
gordonyth@aol.com
Lista Klocow, Office Manager
splc@stphilipshastings.com
Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ediischer@embarqmail.com
Naomi Stout, Praise Music Worship Leader
naomi.stout@gmail.com
John Bergland, Business Manager
splcfunds@gmail.com
Angie McGinnis, ELC Director
hastingselc@yahoo.com
Joe Russell, Coordinator of Children and Young
Family Ministries
joseph.russell@jacks.sdstate.edu
Noreen Swanson, Organist
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ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, Minnesota
651-437-6541
www.stphilipshastings.com

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER
www.spelcpreschool.com
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Worship Schedule:
Sundays: 8:30 and 10:00 am
Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the month
Christian Education:
Sunday School (PS-6) Sundays at 10:00 am
7-8-9 Confirmation Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

