The Philippian
The Monthly Newsletter of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church of Hastings, Minnesota
Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are
…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46

February

2015
Wednesday, February 18
Ash Wednesday
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship / Imposition of Ashes

Wednesday, February 25
12:00 pm Devotional Time with Soup/Bread
Lunch
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
8:00 pm Lenten Book Study

Wednesday, March 4
12:00 pm Devotional Time with Soup/Bread
Lunch
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
8:00 pm Lenten Book Study

Wednesday, March 11
12:00 pm Devotional Time with Soup/Bread
Lunch
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
8:00 pm Lenten Book Study

Wednesday, March 18
12:00 pm Devotional Time with Soup/Bread
Lunch
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
8:00 pm Lenten Book Study

Wednesday, March 25
12:00 pm Devotional Time with Soup/Bread
Lunch
5:30 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
8:00 pm Lenten Book Study
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TOMORROW STARTS
TODAY. At times the future
of the church looks pretty
bleak. We’re losing people,
we’re not connecting with the
next
generation,
we’re
struggling financially and many
churches are closing their
door. All of this can lead us to
question whether it’s possible
for the church to survive! I am
convinced the church will
survive. Let me share two things I see for the church’s
future.
The Church of the Future Will Prevail.
The church will not only survive but thrive in the future.
Scripture tells us that not even the gates of Hell will
prevail against it. We can find assurance in the past. We
will have a hard time finding a local church that lasted100
years, let alone 2,000. But history shows us that while
individual congregations may fade, others will be born.
Even in the darkest seasons of the church - times when
persecution was at peak levels and the existence of the
church was teetering - the church pulled through.
Sometimes it’s slow to adapt and sometimes it’s forced to
change. Sometimes change means a course correction, and
sometimes a radical shift, but ultimately the church
prevails.
The Church of the Future will have an increasingly global
perspective.
It is tempting to confuse what we see in the US with the
state of the global church as a whole. Yet if we remove
finances from the equation, the epicenter of the church
isn’t in the US. Few pastors and church leaders realize
that America’s largest church wouldn’t even land in the
top 35 of the largest churches in the world.
We’re already only one keystroke away from church
leaders worldwide yet we tend to restrict our focus to
what’s going on near us, losing sight of miracles, healing
restoration and transformation, taking place in churches
outside the United States.
Gaining a better sense of how God is at work in other
countries will help the church of the future become more
globally connected. As our awareness and connectedness
increase, we will share information and knowledge more
fluidly and the church of Jesus Christ will be stronger and
with a vibrant future for mission and ministry.
Pastor Ralph

- AMONG OUR OWN –
Congratulations to…
Al and Joan Mason as they celebrate their 57th wedding
anniversary on February 8.
Ernie and Deb Tietz as they celebrate their 15th
wedding anniversary on February 14.
Izaak John DeGrote (son of Vinnie and Jessica
DeGrote) blessings on his baptism.
David and Megan (Pagel) Boatman, congratulations
on their recent marriage.
Sympathies to...
Bert and Margaret Goderstad as they mourn the
death of their nephew’s wife Diedrich Olson.
Janet Sawitzke and family as they mourn the death of
her father Curtis.
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE SAYS “THANKS”
to St. Philip’s. For decades St. Philip’s has dedicated a
portion of its offerings to the state-wide work of Lutheran
Social Service of Minnesota. We are thought of as an
Ambassador congregation because of our annual loyalty to
its mission through congregational and individual giving.
St. Philip’s pledges 1% of its annual giving to LSS which in
2014 became $3700. Individual members also give gifts
through the annual LSS Luncheon for Homeless Youth and
the fall gala LSS holds every September. LSS of MN is
celebrating its 150th year of expressing Christ’s love to
those in special need.
Looking at 2014 with gratitude:
 831 churches shared over $1MM in congregational
gifts.
 Church Foundations granted nearly $65K to LSS
services.
 LSS celebrated the 46,000 children adopted into
families through LSS and Children’s Home Society.
 1 in 65 Minnesotans used an LSS service
 1,010 youth experiencing homelessness were given a
fresh start
 Over 1,000 returning veterans and families received
counseling services
 1,161 young people attended a Camp Noah to help
cope with disasters or family separation.
“We couldn’t have offered the same services without the
support of congregations like St. Philip’s. Your service to
the individuals we serve touches our hearts deeply.”
Pastor Mary Brown, Lutheran Social Service of MN
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PRESCHOOL CHATTER...
After a nice Christmas break,
we were right back at it here at
the Early Learning Center!
Themes that the children
worked on in January included:
penguins, snowmen, and space.
The children worked on skills
that included sequencing, more
number and letter recognition,
and they continually work on
writing, cutting, gluing and other
fine motor skills. The children
also had chapel time and focused on the Epiphany for their
Bible time.
The Early Learning Center took part in the annual
Preschool Fair held at Tilden Community Center. This is a
great way to continue to share with community members
what an excellent program we offer at St. Philip’s. We will
be having an open house on Thursday, February 12 from
6:00-7:30 pm. We invite families to attend so that they
have the opportunity to meet our teachers, check out our
facility and have an opportunity to ask questions before
registering their child for the 2015-2016 school year!
Remember, St. Philip’s Church congregation members are able
to register early!! February 2 we open up registration for
current ELC families and church members. Community wide
registration begins on February 12.
The ELC will be offering a new class option for the 201516 school year! On Monday, Wednesday and Friday one
section of class will be an extended day class which will
run from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. The other MWF class will
run a traditional 9:00-11:30 am. We are excited to offer
families this new option. After much research and
discussion we felt it was an option that would benefit our
older children, especially since kindergarten is now all
day/every day for every child in the district. This class is
for pre-k readiness and will only be offered to 4 and 5
year olds. We are excited to try something new!
Finally, Kim Sill (Miss Kim) will serve as the interim
director for the remainder of the year. Kim has been with
the program for many years and knows the program well.
This will make for a smooth transition. She will teach in
the morning and do administrative duties in the afternoon
a few days a week. The entire staff will make this
transition go well. They are dedicated to their job, this
church and to the ELC families they serve. They are a
wonderful staff and we are fortunate to have them here at
St. Philip’s.
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Thank you again, St. Philip’s Church members for your
dedication and support of the ELC program. I have loved
my 18 months here at St. Philip’s and wish you all the best!
Angie McGinnis
Preschool Director

DIRECTOR OF EARLY LEARNING CENTER
POSTING - The congregation is asked to help get the
word out by sharing this job posting with friends and coworkers. St. Philip’s has an immediate need for a qualified
leader for the open position of the ELC Director who has
primary responsibility for the development and school
readiness of children. It is preferred this person hold an
AA or BA with Education certification (early childhood or
elementary education preferred) and experience in
teaching or related field. An understanding of the needs
of small children is a must. Direct inquiries and send
references
and
resume
to
Lois
Wroge
(lawroge@embarqmail.com).
ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER is taking
registrations for the
2015-16 school year
starting February 2! St.
Philip's ELC congregation
members are able to
register
before
the
community-wide
registration takes place
starting on February 12.
Families are invited to
attend our open house on Thursday, February 12. In
addition, there will be a new Extended Day class added to
our program. This class is for 4 and 5 year olds and will
run from 9:00 am-2:00 pm Monday/Wednesday/Friday.
For more information contact Kim Sill, ELC Interim
Director at 437-6541 or hastingselc@yahoo.com
LADIES MIDWINTER FUN NIGHT - The Caring
Ministries committee will be hosting a
ladies fun night on February 6 at 7:00 pm.
We hope you will join us for an evening
of pampering and fun. There will be a
member to answer any questions at a
table where you may sign up in the
narthex today following each service.
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2015 LENTEN SEASON
AT ST. PHILIP’S
The Way: Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus
By means of video messages
we will travel with Pastor
Adam Hamilton we will
retrace the footsteps of Jesus across Israel and Palestine.
We will hear familiar stories with fresh ears by drawing
upon insights from history, archaeology and the geography
of the Holy Land. As we journey walking in the footsteps
of Jesus it is my prayer that this experience will deepen
our understanding of Jesus’ life while at the same time
deepening our faith in him and our love for him
Each week there will be a take home sheet for families
with children so the evening theme can be discussed at
home during the week.
There will be no Confirmation classes during Lent.
Students will attend midweek worship and have a journal
to complete based on the theme of the week. Journals will
be due on April 8 when classes resume.
Wednesday, February 18 (Ash Wednesday)
5:30 - 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship with Imposition of Ashes
Prologue: John the Baptist and Jesus
Wednesday, February 25
Noon Devotional Time with Soup/Bread Lunch
5:30 – 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
Baptism and Temptation
Wednesday, March 4
Noon Devotional Time with Soup/Bread Lunch
5:30 – 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pmWorship
The Healing Ministry
Wednesday, March 11
Noon Devotional Time with Soup/Bread Lunch
5:30 – 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
Proclaiming the Kingdom
Wednesday, March 18
Noon Devotional with Soup/Bread Lunch
5:30 – 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
Calming the Sea

Wednesday, March 25
Noon Devotional with Soup/Bread Lunch
5:30 – 6:45 pm Soup/Bread Supper
7:00 pm Worship
Sinners, Outcasts and the Poor
LENTEN BOOK STUDY: Please join Lisa Bergert in
this year's book study of United, Captured by God's Vision for
Diversity by Trillia J. Newbell. United explores the
importance of pursuing diversity in the church by sharing
the author’s unique experiences growing up in the south
and attending a predominately white church.
She
champions the theology of diversity throughout the book
through the Scriptures providing compelling reasons to
pursue diversity. Trillia will also weave in a story
describing her friendship with two women of different
ethnicities.
The study will be held after Wednesday Lenten service
from 8-9 pm starting February 25. Please contact Lisa if
you would like to order a book through her. More
information is available on the Adult Spiritual Growth
committee bulletin board.
SHARING & CARING HANDS - February 14 is the
Saturday to reach out to those in need at SHARING and
CARING HANDS with Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.
Chili is the main dish with shredded cheddar cheese, soda
crackers diced onions, sour cream, French bread, sliced
peaches, and desserts already cut. Since it is Valentine’s
Day, some chocolate would be a treat, too. More
information is on the kiosk. Questions? contact Elaine
Wilbur at 437-7397.
DETERGENT DRIVE FOR HASTINGS FAMILY
SERVICE. On the first Sunday of the announced
detergent appeal
4800 ounces of
detergent came
in.
A second
Sunday
is
expected to raise
that quantity. The
Stewardship
Committee
announced
this
opportunity as it described an ongoing relationship St.
Philip’s will have with Hastings Family Service. When HFS
finds it is especially short of certain kinds of items for
those in need it will ask St. Philip’s if it can help. Thank
you to all who brought in detergent.
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JOE RUSSELL, COORDINATOR OF CHILDREN
AND YOUNG FAMILY MINISTRIES. Joe joined St.
Philip’s staff on December 8, as the Coordinator of the
education and nurturing of St. Philip’s youngest members
and their families. Joe recently graduated from South
Dakota State University in Early Childhood Education. His
connection with the Lutheran church has developed in his
role as a camp counselor at the Shores of St. Andrew,
Green Lake Ministries for the past four years. The
congregation welcomes Joe to its whole church family and
is prepared to show its support to his work.
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HELLO FAMILIES!
Here is the Sunday School
schedule for the Month of February!
February 1 – No Sunday School – Family Sunday
(Children attend Church with their families)
February 8 – Sunday School
February 15 – Sunday School
February 22 – Large Group Sunday School led by Joe
Also, as a reminder, January 25 is Camp Sunday! There
will be no Sunday School to allow children to attend
church and learn about camp!
Thank you!
Joe Russell
SUNDAY SCHOOL ENRICHES AND INSPIRES St. Philip’s children enrolled in its Sunday School
experience a wonderful time with their dedicated
teachers. Pictured below is teacher Emily Hauck holding
the attention of four of her 12 students in the 5th grade as
she conducts an experiment on what floats in water.

Joe Russell being installed by Pastor Ralph Olsen with
Sunday School children laying their hands on him
during the installation prayer.

On this Sunday the entire lesson was on the Baptism of
Jesus by John the Baptist, which came from the sermon
text for the day done by the pastor. All lessons are
aligned with the Sunday’s scripture lesson and are meant
to be taken home as subjects of conversation.

Teacher Emily Hauk and 5th grade students, Grace
Jacobson, Megan McNamara, Will Mace and Brody Hampl.

Joe Russell holding the beautiful cookies which were
part of his welcoming reception on January 18.
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VIV / VERY IMPORTANT
VOLUNTEER
Chuck and Barb Taffe are this
month’s St. Philip’s VIVs – Very
Important Volunteers!

St. Philip’s annual business meeting will begin with a
potluck lunch no later than 11:30 am followed by the
business meeting in the sanctuary at 12:15 pm. The annual
meeting is a meeting of high importance to all members.
Voting members are members who have been confirmed
and have made a contribution of record to St. Philip’s.
(Constitution C8.02.C)
The 2015 spending plan, council officers, committee
members, nominating committee and audit committee
people are elected at this meeting. Action regarding the
Call Committee will also be on the agenda.
Those planning to share in the potluck lunch should bring
something according to the following:
A-I salad J-R –Dessert S-Z Main Dish
Questions about the meeting may be directed to
President Rick Carlson or Vice President Gary McDougall.
Potluck questions to Beth Fahlstrom of the Inviting
Ministries committee.
There will be Finance Budget Presentations prior to the
annual meeting on Sunday, February 1 at 10:00 am and
Wednesday, February 4 at 7 pm. If you are planning on
coming to the Wednesday night meeting please call the
church office to sign up to determine the interest.
EVERYONE IS INVITED to stop by the ADOPT A
GRANDPARENT table in the narthex
on Sunday, January 18, 25, or February 1.
Anyone can Adopt a Grandparent
(Augustana resident). Our goal is to
provide 80 Happy Valentine Gift Bags so
that each resident knows we support
and care for them. Simply stop by the table in the narthex
and purchase a gift bag for $10 each. Place your name on a
special gift tag and let the St Philip’s youth take it from
there. Gifts will be hand-delivered on Valentine’s Day!
Come be part of this great opportunity not only to give a
gift to our friends at Augustana Care Center, but also
$1from every gift bag will go to our 6th Graders at St.
Philip’s for the gift of a Prayer Book!
Please contact Kathy Willis (612-801-5660) or email her at
kathryngw@msn.com for further information.

On this day, they were
greeting people at the door.
You will also find them
ushering together and Barb is on the Altar Guild.
Why did they decide to volunteer? - “To help out and to
give back. We grew up watching our parents volunteer.”
What do they enjoy about volunteering? - “We touch base
with people we might not otherwise get to talk with. And
we meet new people.”
What would they tell others considering stepping up to
volunteer? - “It’s easy to do and not a big commitment.”
Thank you to all St. Philip’s worship volunteers! Together,
we make St. Philip’s a wonderful place to worship.
If you are not yet a St. Philip’s volunteer, please join our
team. Find the time and talents form in the literature rack
in the church entry or on the welcome center. Check
your interest areas and leave the form in the church office.
Soon you’ll be a VIV, too!
DONUT HOLES - The Sunday morning donut holes
have been donated by Emily's Bakery for many years.
Proceeds from monetary donations go toward the funding
of St. Philip's youth activities. Thank you to Emily's and all
who support this cause.
SUNDAY COFFEE - Thank you to
those who have donated Regular coffee
for our Sunday fellowship. We are still in
need of decaf coffee. Donations would
be welcome!
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IN THE LAST NEWSLETTER, I let you know about a
project I am
starting. A
songbook
based on the
readings
from
the
lectionary.
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THE MUSIC ENSEMBLES OF ST. PHILIP’S
continue their busy schedules!
The Adult Chime Choir held a rehearsal and Christmas
carol sing-a-long at Augustana Home on Monday,
December 8, 2014.

The
first
thing I did
after writing that newsletter article was finish writing the
first song in the project. “Just As You Said” is based off the
December 21 readings that focus on Mary’s acceptance of
what the angel tells her. She is going to give birth to a boy
who will be the Savior of all.
I have since updated my website, www.naomistout.com.
So you can see more details there about the project and
follow as new songs are released.
I have also created and launched my Kickstarter site for
fundraising. I hope you will check it out, consider
supporting me and tell your friends. You can find it at
www.kickstarter.com, then search for “Forte-a lectionary
songbook” or look under the “Music” category and the
“Faith” sub-category.
Additionally, I have recorded the song I wrote in
December and put it on Facebook and YouTube. As well
as have written a song for Sunday, February 1, recorded it
and released it on my website, Facebook and YouTube.
My Facebook page is “Naomi Stout Publishing”. If you
“like” my page you will get notified when new music has
been added.
I am very excited about this new direction and hope you
will continue to pray for this project.

The 31-voice Children’s Choir led worship at services in
October, November and December. In January they led
worship for Camp Sunday on January 25, and are now in
the midst of rehearsals for the Children’s Musical which
will be held on Sunday, April 12.

The Youth Chime Choir made their season debut on
Sunday, January 11 at both worship services. This choir
will play again for a Lenten service and more worship
services in February and May.

Thank you,
Naomi Stout
BELLS OF THE BLUFFS HANDBELL CONCERT
Sunday, February 8 at First
Presbyterian Church, 502 West
Sixth Street, Red Wing. Come
enjoy “Music From the Heart”.
Doors open at 1:00 pm for
Silent Auction of Valentine Gifts
with the concert of romantic
tunes beginning at 2:00 pm. St.
Philip’s own Cynthia Clanton is
part of this handbell ensemble.
Free will offering.

The Sanctuary Choir, Praise Band, Unity and Cherub
Choir continue to rehearse and lead worship throughout
the year. St. Philip’s is richly blessed with so many
talented and faithful musicians!
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CHILDREN’S MUSICAL REHEARSALS HAVE
BEGUN! Kids in grades
Children’s Musical
2-7 (any kids, not just
members of St. Philip's) are
invited to participate in this
very unique ministry. The
musical will be presented
on Sunday, April 12 at both
worship services at St.
Philip's. Registration and
information forms and
schedules may be found on
the music bulletin board. Directors Ellen Diischer and
Heidi Nelson are eager to meet and work with the kids
from Children's Choir, and look forward to meeting new
kids too! If you have any questions, please call Ellen
Diischer, 651-470-6160, or Heidi Nelson, 651-437-1134.
Come and Sing! Come and Dance! Come and be an
Actor!
Musical Rehearsal Schedule
January and February 2015 Revised
Friday, January 23:
10:00-11:30 am Early Bird
Musical
Rehearsal
Wednesday, January 28: 5:00-6:15 pm First Regular
Rehearsal (earlier Wednesday
start time)
Saturday, January 31:
3:30 -5:30 pm Extra Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 4: 5:00-6:15 pm Regular Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 11: 5:00-6:15 pm Regular rehearsal
Monday, February 16:
2:00-5:00 pm Extra rehearsal
Wednesday, February 18: 5:00-6:15 pm Regular Rehearsal
Saturday, February 21:
3:00-5:00 pm Extra Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 25: 5:00-6:15 pm Regular Rehearsal
Friday, February 27:
5:00-6:30 pm Extra Rehearsal
BIBLE READINGS THIS MONTH.
You are encouraged to engage in
weekly sermon preparation.
Your
worship experience can be greatly
enhanced by reading and studying the
scripture lessons in advance. Take the time to read ahead
and see how God's Word speaks to you.
February 1
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

February 8
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

February 15
Transfiguration Sunday
2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

February 22
1st Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

THE SECOND CHRISTMAS IN ST. PHILIP’S
NEW SANCTUARY - Three worship services were
celebrated Christmas Eve with 694 men, women and
children, coming together to be with family and hear the
hope of the world promised as it is in the Christmas story.
Special musicians enhanced the sound of the organ and
piano as the favorite songs of Christmas filled the hearts
of all with memories and hope for a better world.

Dozens of poinsettias graced the entire front of the
chancel along with a lit lantern which represented a light
that was started at the site of 9/11 in 2001. Christ’s
coming as our “Light of the World” was experienced with
candles passed from worshipper to worshipper at the 5
pm service.

CHURCH MOUSE PROJECT is an opportunity to
give support in daily life and faith
journey to those young members of
St. Philip who graduated from high
school in the years 2010-2014. The
Stewardship
Committee
has
contacted the parents of these
young people for their current
address. For those who have
provided the addresses we thank
you so much. If you have not
provided your son or daughter’s address please do so.
Now we are asking for members to step up and volunteer
to be a Church Mouse to a young person. If you are a
parent of a young person on the list, you, too, can be a
Church Mouse.
A Church Mouse will send uplifting
notes, notes at special times and possibly care packages. In
the spring an event will be held when the Church Mouse
will be revealed to the young person. If you would like to
be a Church Mouse please contact the church office 651437-6541 or splc@stphilipshastings.com.
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Caring Ministries Invites You To:

Mid-Winter Ladies Night Out
Friday, February 6, 7 – 9 pm
St Philips Fellowship Room
Admission is $5 and a ‘Finger Food’ to share!
(Beverages will be provided)

Activities Include:
Gluten, What Is It and Why Do I Need To Know Anything About It? by Beth Fahlstrom
A Fabulous (yet simple) Scarf Making Activity by Brenda Arndtson
Satin Hands and Lips With a Personality! … by Kathy Willis
Enter a drawing for a chair massage by Elm Salon

Christmas in February!!! Bring a wrapped White Elephant* for a fun gift ‘exchange’.
(If you do not have one, we will have one for you)
*A White Elephant gift is typically and inexpensive, used, humorous item from home.
The term ‘White Elephant” refers to a gift whose maintenance costs exceed its usefulness. 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF
Ralph Olsen, Interim Senior Pastor
simbaralph@yahoo.com
cell: 651-230-5624
Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate
gordonyth@aol.com
Lista Klocow, Office Manager
splc@stphilipshastings.com
Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ediischer@embarqmail.com
Naomi Stout, Praise Music Worship Leader
naomi.stout@gmail.com
John Bergland, Business Manager
splcfunds@gmail.com
Kim Sill, Interim ELC Director
hastingselc@yahoo.com
Joe Russell, Coordinator of Children and Young
Family Ministries
joseph.russell@jacks.sdstate.edu
Noreen Swanson, Organist
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ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, Minnesota
651-437-6541
www.stphilipshastings.com

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER
www.spelcpreschool.com
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Worship Schedule:
Sundays: 8:30 and 10:00 am
Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the month
Christian Education:
Sunday School (PS-6) Sundays at 10:00 am
7-8-9 Confirmation Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

