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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are
…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46

April 2020

HOLY WEEK 2020

Hosanna!

Blessed is the one
who comes in the
name of the
Lord!
Mark 11:9

Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
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OUR NEW REALITY. . .

great challenges have always faced the people of God
and our God is greater than any challenge we face.

As I write this article, I am
aware that many of you are
anxious and wandering
what the future holds for
our
congregation
and
community in the face of
the COVID-19 pandemic
that has resulted in the
suspension of our public
worship gatherings along
with
our
communal
meetings and activities.

I am grateful to be part of the St. Philip’s family during
these days when we navigate together through
uncharted territory. Your council, staff ministry team,
and lay leadership are looking for new ways to remain
connected and provide Bible studies, Sunday School,
confirmation and fellowship even as we are not able
to be physically present with one another.

Speaking as your pastor and on behalf of our staff
ministry team, ministry is still happening in this caring
community. It is not the same as it was but we are
here for you. We still have access to email and phone
messages, and although we are practicing “social
distancing”, in person conversations are not
impossible. Do not hesitate to call the church office or
my cell phone and leave a message if you need
assistance.
Furthermore, I know that you are here for each other.
It remains important for us to be in contact with one
another. Commit to calling one another just to check
in and see how things are going. Pray for each other
and let the person or family know you are praying for
them.
We have started having short daily devotions
available on our Facebook page and our YouTube
page, (and maybe soon even Instagram.) To find us
on these websites, search for St. Philip's Lutheran
Church, Hastings, MN. Be sure to subscribe! We will
broadcast 10:00 am worship on Sundays and 7:00 pm
worship on Wednesdays.
I will freely admit that this is pushing me out of my
comfort zone. However, even as I write this I realize
the absurdity of that statement. We have all been
pushed out of our comfort zones! Nevertheless, even
as I may be uncomfortable speaking to the camera on
my phone or preaching to an empty sanctuary, I am
comforted knowing that God has called me to be here
at this place in this time to lead and walk with people
I love and people who love me.
We have been and will continue to be a family of faith.
The way we worship will change, but the God we
worship will never change. We are still called to
discipleship in serving our neighbor and sharing the
love of God. Great challenges face us, to be sure, but

If you have any ideas you would like to share that
would help strengthen Christ’s ministry at St. Philip’s,
we would love to hear (or read) them! As I said before,
WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER! Even if you are alone,
you are not alone. You are loved and a cherished child
of God and part of God’s family.
Please contact me if you need prayer or an
opportunity to talk. I am convinced that God can work
through this event to draw us closer to one another
(and to God as well!)

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Geier
MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER…
Hi all! My name is Sarah Bennett and I am the new
Director of Children, Youth,
and Family Ministries. I’m
originally from Kettering, Ohio
(a suburb of Dayton) and went
to Wittenberg University with
a BA in sociology. I did a year
of Lutheran Volunteer Corps
in Wilmington, Delaware, and
then went to Trinity Lutheran
Seminary for my Master of Arts in Youth and Family
Ministry. Currently I live in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
(but I’m moving closer
soon) and I have a
dramatic tuxedo cat
named
Velvet.
However,
I’m
not
exclusively
a
“cat
person.” I grew up with a
dog and love them too! I
also really like reptiles;
someday I want to have
a pet iguana. I also have an older sister who lives with
her husband and his family in Colorado, and a
younger brother who also goes to Wittenberg. I’ve met
many of you already and I’m excited to meet everyone
else. It’s been a great experience here so far!
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Sooooooo . . .
Here is the original newsletter article I wrote back
before COVID-19 tossed
our lives into a weird
combination
of
rollercoasters and bumper
cars. I decided to include it
in our April newsletter
because this passage
deals with overcoming fear
and not even a nasty virus
can cancel the power of the
resurrection!
And very early on the first day of the week, when the
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone
for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. As they entered
the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.
But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him, just as he told you." So they went out and
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they
were afraid.
Mark 16:2-8
The Gospel of Mark is my favorite of the four Gospels.
There are many reasons, but perhaps the biggest
reason is that all of Jesus’ followers are so remarkably
human. The disciples are the equivalent of theological
Keystone Cops who mean well, but never really quite
get it. In addition, just for the record, the women who
follow Jesus are human too.
They come to a tomb to anoint the body of their friend
and leader and he is not there! They see a young man
in white who tells them to go tell the disciples that
Jesus is raised from the dead and has gone on ahead
of them to Galilee. And what do the women do?
Nothing! They were afraid. THE END. That is where
the most reliable manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel end.
Talk about a cliffhanger! We think that there must be
more, and as it turns out verses 9-20 were added to
“tidy things up” a bit. However, verse 8 is where the
gospel leaves us, wondering what happened next.
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Of course, we know that verse 8 was not really the
end. The written Gospel attributed to Mark may have
ended with three frightened women, but the Good
News of the risen Jesus Christ was just beginning.
Eventually the women did share the news that had
been told them. We know this because they must
have told someone or we would not know the story
today!
We know that Jesus rose from the dead victorious
over the powers of sin and death because three
women eventually overcame their fear to share what
they had witnessed. Think about the difference that
witness has made throughout the centuries.
Now think about your witness. Think about the
difference Jesus has made in your life. Think about
how afraid you are to talk about your faith in Jesus.
Think about how much easier it is to say nothing than
say something and then how glad you are that Mary
Magdalen, Mary the mother of James and Salome
overcame their fears to share their faith. Do not let
the Good News of Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
stop with you!

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Geier
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Preschool Chatter
Wow - time flies when we are having fun and learning
so much. During the first part of March our themes
were Dr. Seuss and Noah’s Ark. Some fun activities
this month included rhyming songs and a rainbow
number game. We also enjoyed our third annual
Family Reading Event where preschool families
gathered in the fellowship hall on blankets, cozy
pillows, and child-sized seating to read books with the
children. This event was once again a huge success!
March 6 was a non-school day for the Hastings School
District but we still had preschool. This gave our kids
a special opportunity to have a sneak peek at the St.
Philip’s children’s musical. The preschoolers were in
awe watching all the singing and dancing that took
place. It’s so fun to see so many former preschoolers
now performing. Thank you to Ellen and the kids for
the invitation.
We are taking the current COVID-19 situation day by
day, along with the rest of the St. Philip’s
congregation. Know that we as a staff continue
prayers for our preschool families and the rest of the
world during this state of uncertainty.
Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein
Preschool Co-Directors

- AMONG OUR OWN Congratulations to…
Ken and Cheryl Albold on their 52nd anniversary
April 6.
Neil and Jan Misegades on their 52nd anniversary
April 6.
Dennis and Dawn Gourlie on their 30th anniversary
April 7.
Mark and Beth Vaughan on their 25th anniversary
April 8.
Bob and Ruth Zietlow on their 50th anniversary April
11.
David and Geneva Weisser on their 45th
anniversary on April 12.
Bruce and Brenda Arndtson on their 35th
anniversary April 13.
Richard and Solveig Dirks on their 63rd anniversary
on April 13.
Loren and Valerie Mollet on their 67th anniversary
on April 30.

SINCE YOU ASKED . . .
What should I do about my offering?
A few members have called the church office inquiring
about what to do with their offerings. For all of our
faithful disciples thank you! There are a number of
ways to continue your strong support of Christ
ministry. First, you may mail your offering to the
church office and we have had members that did this
even before phrases like “social distancing” were part
of our vocabulary.
Something else to consider is to join the ever-growing
number of members who are giving electronically. If
you go to our website at www.splchastings.org , near
the top on the far right side is a button that says,
“Give”. After you press that button it will direct you to
a page that lifts up time and talents as well as another
button that says “Click to Donate.”
Once you press that button a new secure page will
open that will give you the option of designating your
offering to the General Fund, Mortgage Fund,
Miscellaneous Fund, or Designated Giving. At the
bottom of the page, you will select the designated
frequency choosing between, One Time, Weekly, or
Monthly. It will then take you to a page where you can
enter your banking information.
It is important for us to remember that we do not
support a ministry because we are members of a
religious club where we are paying for services we
receive. We support Christ’s ministry because we are
stewards of the blessings that God has entrusted to
us.
While I know that we have many members who are
facing severe economic hardships as a result of the
COVID-19 practices that have been put into place, I
remain grateful for those who are still able to support
what Jesus is doing in, through and beyond St. Philip’s
Lutheran Church. Thanks for asking!
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AN UPDATE ON OUR MINISTRY
SUPPORT OF FOOD 4 KIDS

A CALL FOR PATIENCE -

No one is excited
to think about facing an unknown situation where we
have little if any influence on what will happen. In fact,
if we are honest, most of us are afraid of the unknown.
Having said that, as we journey into the unknown
there are a few things for us to remember.
We all cope with fear and anxiety in different ways.
Some of us withdraw, some of us deny, and some of
us hoard toilet paper. However, many of us become
more easily upset or irritable. Things that wouldn’t
have bothered us a month ago now trigger harsh
words. Things we used to let slide now make us angry.
Even as we are practicing social distancing, in many
cases we are in closer proximity to family members for
much longer periods of time than we were previously
accustomed. This is true for spouses who used to both
work outside the home and it is true for parents who
now have children home for 40+ hours more than two
weeks ago.
In Ephesians 4:1-3, the apostle writes, “I therefore, the
prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” It is hard
to be humble or gentle or patient when we are
exhausted and irritated by the changes thrust upon
us. But let us be vigilant in caring for each other and
rely on Jesus Christ to give us the strength and the
patience to bear with one another in love.

WORSHIP COORDINATOR SIGN-UP The worship coordinator Summer sign-up will
tentatively be April 19 at the Welcome Center. If you
like to serve “behind the scene” this is an opportunity
for you. Anyone who might be interested in joining our
team, please contact Jay or Becky Raimann (651437-7175) to get more information.

Many of you may recall that at our Annual
Congregational Meeting in February we voted to give
half of our designated benevolence from our Capital
Campaign and Miscellaneous Fund tithe to the United
Way Food 4 Kids program. This program sent food
packs every weekend to more than 160 children in
Hastings so that they would be able to have meals
over the weekend when school meals were not
available.
Since school is not in session and is moving to online
instruction, the United Way contacted me to ask if it
would be okay to designate those funds to be used in
a different manner since students would not be able
to pick up their meal packs from school. They also
pointed out that right now there is also a great demand
among our senior population who are facing food
insecurity. The United Way was also working with
Hastings Family Service to make sure that they were
not overlapping what they were doing.
In short, I made an executive decision and told them
that we would like our gift to be used to put food in the
mouths of hungry people in Hastings. Whether those
hungry mouths belonged to children or senior citizens
was not as important as the fact that we wished to fight
hunger in our community. If you have objections to this
change of designation, please let me or a council
member know. Thank you for your continued vigilance
in fighting hunger.

DO DAYS UPDATE!
Do Days is the St. Philip’s
ministry that uses their
sewing and craft skills for
others.
Some
of
the
creations they have had a
hand in have been creating
quilts, fleece hats and school
bags. The usual Do Days schedule is to meet the first
and third Thursday. However, until further notice all
gathering together will be suspended. It is not realistic
to do the work from 6' apart and there are tasks that
can be done at home to make tops, prepare backings,
knit or crochet or work on other projects in the
meantime. If you are interested or have questions
please contact Jennie Orr Thomas at 651-260-7772
or email to: jenniemot@gmail.com. All are welcome.
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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

with an
accent of Mardi Gras music filled the worship hour
February 23.
Offering
prelude
and postlude music
in Mardi Gras style
were
instrumentalists
Ethan Bernt on
trumpet, Matthew
Carda
on
saxophone
and
Brody Hampl on trombone. Nathan Griner can be
seen in the background supplying strong percussion
and guitar fullness.
Pastor
Geier
shrouds
himself to be totally faceless
during
the
children's
sermon. He reenacts the
story of Jesus changing
completely with his face
becoming as bright as the
sun before a number of his
disciples and speaking to
them about what is to come.

APRIL
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS

April 5

Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11
Triumphal Entry

April 9

Maundy Thursday
Mark 14:22-42
Lord’s Supper/Prayer in Gethsemane

April 10

Good Friday
Mark 15:16-39
Crucifixion

April 12

Easter
Mark 16:1-8
Resurrection

April 19

Acts 1:1-14
You Shall Be My Witnesses

April 26

Acts 3:1-10
Peter Heals in Jerusalem

CALLING ALL
KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS!
LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE TWINS
JULY 28 - Stay
alert to summer's
Lutheran Night at
Target Field. The
Twins will play the LA
Dodgers in a 7:10 pm
game. Tickets will be
$29 payable in midJuly. Seats will be in
rows 11-14 of section
S.
Wheelchair
seating
can
be
accommodated if you
let Glenda Schnirring
know in advance.
Sign up will begin in
June. Questions? Contact Glenda Schnirring at 651437-6246 or email to gleners@embarqmail.com.

OUR PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY began in the
summer of 2002. The concept is from the Old
Testament, when people put on a special shawl for
praying. At St. Philip’s, willing knitters or crocheters
have worked at home, praying for an unknown
recipient while creating the shawl. If you were one of
those workers, thank you very much. We have given
so many lovely shawls to people in crisis since then.
The recipient often is seriously ill or has suffered a
significant loss; not only does the shawl provide
physical warmth, but it is a constant reminder that the
people of St. Philip’s care about that person. Our
supply is low, so if you would like to make one that
would be greatly appreciated. If you know of someone
who you would like to receive a shawl, please contact
Pastor Geier.
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MAY VIA DE CRISTO RETREAT - A Via de
Cristo retreat is an opportunity for adults to expand
their understanding
of God’s vastly-deep
love and grace. It’s
a way to see the
world with renewed
joy and energy!
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2020 GARAGE & PLANT SALE
CANCELLED

Beginning on a Thursday evening your friendship
circle will begin to expand. Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday are packed full of music, insightful
presentations, shared reflections, laughter, fun, time
away from responsibilities, and a sense of being in
God’s time and love.
In respect for containing costs each retreat is held at
a host church. It is run similar to a “lock-in”. Cots,
meals and, of course, meaningful activities are
provided. If you wrestle with the thought of special
considerations for your health needs or in maintaining
family routines at home, let the VDC community know
what is important to you. Help may be available.
There are two types of Via de Cristo retreats. The
first “type” is a set of consecutive weekends -- men
gather the first weekend, women gather the second
weekend. Each have the same program format. This
format is especially good for families with children at
home. It also provides an opportunity for each gender
to build Christian communities. The second “type” of
weekend is one where both men and women gather
simultaneously for the same weekend experience.
May 14-17, 2020 is this second type of experience.
October 2020 will have available gender specific
weekends. * At the printing of this article these dates
may change due to the COVID-19 issue.
Teens will tell you how much fun and how many seeds
of thought are planted at youth retreats. They are so
right! In that vein I want to invite every adult to
continue your journey with Christ. The Via de Cristo
retreat experience requires some sacrifice of time, but
as with youth retreats you will find it to be a gift to
yourself, followed by: “I’m so glad I went!”.
More detailed information is available on a St. Philip’s
hallway bulletin board, by contacting Paul or Carol
Hellen (651-437-1702), by talking with Pastor Geier,
or by visiting with any member who has previously
attended a VDC weekend. I’m SURE you will enjoy
and value your weekend retreat experience –
Together in Christ’s grace and love.

Due to the uncertainty about the end date of the
suspension of all church activities, it has been decided
the 2020 Garage & Plant Sale will be cancelled. As
with all decisions made during this time, this was very
difficult to make, knowing the impact it has on
everyone at St. Philip’s. But as a precautionary
measure, we feel it is the right decision to make. We
look forward to planning the 2021 Sale!
Deborah M. Dreher
Sale Chairperson

WE ARE SO PROUD of our sound board operators.
You may
have
recently
seen
these two
High
School
ladies
running
the sound
board for
worship
service. Thank you Kenzie Langenfeld and Grace
Becken for being part of the team.
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF
Gregory Geier, Pastor
pastorgeier@splchastings.org
Noreen Swanson, Organist
Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ellend@splchastings.org
Nathan Griner
nathang@splchastings.org
Christine Rydel, Business Manager
christiner@splchastings.org
Sarah Bennett
sarahb@splchastings.org
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician
johnd@splchastings.org
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Lista Klocow, Office Manager
listak@splchastings.org

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, Minnesota
651-437-6541
www.splchastings.org
ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL
www.splchastings.org
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Sunday Worship Service:
8:30 and 10:30 am
Wednesday Lenten Worship Service:
7:00 pm
Holy Communion offered every Sunday

