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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God
of all consolation, who consoles us in all our
affliction, so that we may be able to console those
who are in any affliction with the consolation with
which we ourselves are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
On Sunday July 19 we will begin a five-week sermon
series on 2 Corinthians. As a
letter, it is not an easy one to
understand. Parts of it are
loving and gentle and other
parts contain harsh rebukes
from Paul to the believers in
Corinth. As you read parts of
this letter, Paul clearly wasn’t’
worried about answering to a
church council or about what
people would say about him in
the parking lot after worship. (For the record, I am not
really worried about those things either.)
This letter begins with the above blessing (which
appropriately is the invocation used in our funeral
liturgy.) This blessing lifts up a central Old Testament
theme – that God blesses us so that we can bless
others. Specifically, these verses thank God for
consoling us in our affliction “so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction with the
consolation we ourselves have received from God.”
This passage makes it clear that God’s blessing is not
to stop once we are blessed and consoled. The
blessing and the consolation are to be shared with
“those who are in any affliction.”
This compels us to look at our neighbors near and far
and ask ourselves if we are allowing God to work
through us to share the consolation we have received.
This means we might need to acknowledge our
American privilege, our male privilege (for those of us
who are male,) and our white privilege, for the vast
majority of us, who are white.
Acknowledging privilege is not about feeling guilty for
being American, or being a guy, or being white. I write
this as part of one of the most privileged
demographics in the world. I am a white, male,
heterosexual middle-class American. I did not choose
these things and did nothing to deserve them. And yet
each one of those categories made my life easier than

it would be if I were a woman, or black, or gay, or
Mexican.
Right now, we have a lot of neighbors whose lives are
difficult. Your life may be difficult too. But through no
fault of your own (or credit), your skin pigment is not
one of the things that has made your life more difficult
than it otherwise would be.
I am continuing to try and raise my awareness of the
challenges faced by my black neighbors and
neighbors of color that I do not face. And then I am
trying to find ways that my privilege might be used to
advocate and console “those who are in any
affliction.” I would be lying if I said that I knew exactly
what I was doing or what shape my actions might take
in the future.
I am starting to read a book by pastor Lenny Duncan
titled, “Dear Church – A love letter from a black
preacher to the whitest denomination in the US”. I
expect that it will make me uncomfortable and I do not
expect to agree with everything I read. However, I
have no doubt that it will help me see myself, our
community and our congregation in a new light. When
it comes to race, I know there are no easy answers.
But that does not exempt us from having the difficult
conversations and doing our homework as to how
God might use us to care for our neighbors.

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Geier
JULY
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
July 5

Job 31:35-37; 38:1-11 [25-27]
The Story of Job

July 12

Job 41:1-8; 42:1-17
The Story of Job

July 19

2 Corinthians 1-11
Consolation

July 26

2 Corinthians 2:1-10
Forgiveness

THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING
FOR THE MARY FISCHER
SCHOLARSHIP IS JUNE 30.
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Thank You!

- AMONG OUR OWN Congratulations to…
Collin and Linda Anderson on their 25th
anniversary on July 1
Lance and Lois Twedt on their 40th
anniversary on July 5
Jordan and Jen Klos on their 10th
anniversary on July 10
Jim and Patty Norwig on their 30th
anniversary on July 14
Matthew and Jessica Mauer on their 10th
anniversary on July 17
Tim and Kay Rowan on their 40th
anniversary on July 18
Jim and Jean Zeimet on their 51st
anniversary on July 19
Al and Patty Todnem on their 56th
anniversary on July 25

wedding
wedding
wedding
wedding
wedding
wedding
wedding
wedding

Sympathies to…
Steve Wolverton and family as they mourn the
death of their wife and mother, Joyce Wolverton
Jean Semington as she mourns the death of her
husband Ardell

COMING IN AUGUST . . .
Do you have some favorite songs or hymns? We’re
going to sing them! For every online worship service
in August, we will be singing hymns and songs that
you pick! It can be an old classic or a new praise song
or a camp song. Just let Ellen Diischer know via her
email: ellend@splchastings.org, or phone (651) 4376541. In order to have as many people involved as
possible, we are asking one suggestion per person. If
you have a favorite hymn that is not in our hymnal, let
Ellen know about that too. We have copyright licenses
and may be able to find and include it. It may not be
possible to sing all of our suggestions at this time, but
it will be good to hear what your favorites are for the
future. LET’S ALL SING!

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE
MAY 2020 YTD
Actual
05/20 YTD
General and Misc. Funds
Income YTD
$232,626
Expenses YTD
$224,734
Over (short) YTD
$7,893
Capital Fund

$69,728

Budget
Actual
05/20 YTD 05/19 YTD
$219,951
$243,143
($23,192)

$198,647
$205,651
($7,004)

$75,000

$67,132

In the midst of so many
challenges in 2020, we regret that
we did not formally recognize
John Bergland, our former
Business Manager, who worked
for St. Philip’s since 2013.
John
worked
offsite
from
Colorado for the last couple of
years so you may not have seen
him recently. At that time, we outsourced payroll and
some other functions.
Normally we would have had a reception between
services so cards could be given in recognition of
John’s years of service. If you would still like to send
John a note of thanks, his address is: John Bergland
164 Joshua Road, Divide, CO 80814.
Thanks, John, for your years of dedicated service to
St. Philip’s congregation. At the June 15 Church
Council meeting, a resolution was passed. It states,
“With a unanimous vote the church council in regular
session does hereby recognize and thank our former
Business Manager, John Bergland”. A formal
proclamation will be sent to John at his Colorado
address.

WEEDS, WEEDS, WEEDS
THRIVING AT ST. PHILIP’S
After exposing the serious need for grounds work by
members who are able, thanks are extended to those
who have been able to come at least one time. Known
to have helped with weed clean-up and shrub
trimming are Jan and Neil Misegades, Al and Patty
Todnem, Lois Twedt, Glenda Schnirring, Martha
Vaughan and friend, plus members whose names are
unknown at this time. Please report grounds work you
have done to Glenda Schnirring for recognition. Bill
Pavlish, Building and Grounds chair, has worked
tirelessly in the large rain garden on the corner.
Areas Remaining as Undone:
 Courtyard weeding
 Transplanting decorative grass plants up to the
rim where they have died
 Moving rock from in front of the corner sign to
the back of the sign
 Remove weeds from front rain garden and the
west rain garden between driveways
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICE
You may have heard that your church council, at its
June meeting, targeted August 23, 2020 as the
opening in-person worship service. This will be our
first return since services were shut down on March
16 because of the COVID-19 epidemic. Our opening
will follow the guidelines set forth by our state
government and the St. Paul Area Synod. As we
open, we will need to have a plan that will protect
everyone - so - what will our "new" worship service
actually look like? Here are some changes that will
be in effect:
There will be clearly marked entrances and
exits. Individuals will be ushered in and out. ALL will
wear masks - NO exceptions.
Our sanctuary will accommodate 96 worshipers, all
following the social distancing guidelines. You will be
encouraged to leave at the completion of worship - no
coffee and no doughnut holes. Gathering, hugging,
shaking hands, and "hanging out" will be discouraged.
During worship there will be no singing, no group
reciting of any scriptures, prayers, or liturgy. The
Center for Disease Control has cited these activities
as being "super spreaders" of the virus. Also, long
periods of time spent together are in the identified
activities.
These are some of the changes that be in effect in our
efforts to protect all who come to worship. Many
sound extreme, or even unnecessary - but we do not
want it to ever be said that someone contracted the
virus at one of our worship services.
One other change will make Lutherans very
uncomfortable. You know that seat that you have
"reserved" at services and have sat there for
years? You may not get to sit in your seat!
Christ's Blessings,
Lance Twedt
Council President

PARKING LOT SERVICE
Due to the inability to acquire the appropriate
equipment and license, St. Philip's will not be able to
offer a parking lot outdoor service.

STEWARDSHIP TEAM MINISTRY
IN TURBULENT TIMES
St. Philip's Stewardship Ministry Team meets monthly
to monitor and create new insights on the joy of giving.
Gifts of skills, time and resources are needed to be
recognized and shared. Tending to our neighbors, our
city, our state and nation, plus our beloved St. Philip's,
needs to be present in our hearts and tangibly
expelled in response for all that we are provided as
followers of God's promise of everlasting life.
Giving results for St. Philip's at the end of May
decreased by 12%. Capital Fund giving, which
addresses the monthly mortgage payment, was
showing the greater portion of decrease. Reserve
funds have always been in place for any time regular
giving falls short of the $14,500 monthly payment. We
thank God for the offerings that come through the mail
and electronic giving. St. Philip's is on sound ground
financially, but a watchful eye will prevail as it
navigates through these unusual times.
The ministries of St. Philip's remain as active as they
can be safely delivered. Zoom and FaceTime
counseling enables relationships and activities with
committees to continue, and individual needs tended
to. Pastor Geier is St. Philip's source for counsel and
welcomes calls of special ministry needs members
may have.
Financial Peace University will become available
online in July. Those interested in seeing what this
personal financial management opportunity offers
may contact Sam Willis at samrwillis@outlook.com.
The Stewardship Ministry team discussed the need to
be in prayer for our congregation, for individuals within
it, and that Pastor Geier, whose leadership during this
time may be fully blessed by the Spirit.
The personal stewardship of members should be that
of giving full attention to one another's needs and
situations as we discover them, staying in touch with
each other as we are able and lifting up and offering
help to those with job loss, job reduction, chronic and
terminal illnesses, and broken relationships.
The Stewardship Ministry Team asks everyone to live
out their lives in the spirit of this year's Stewardship
theme, "God, Grace, and Gratitude", and thinking
about how these words are connected for themselves
personally.
Glenda Schnirring, Stewardship Ministry Team Chair
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“Given and Shed for You…”

Join Us (at Home) for

When we started sheltering in place and started
worshipping online, it was my hope that our time of
suspended public worship at St. Philip’s would only
last a month or two. I thought that our time
worshipping without celebrating the Holy Communion
would be relatively brief and we would not have to
contend with both the potential theological and
logistical obstacles. However, as time has dragged
on, and after communication with colleagues and the
synod office, I think it is time to provide a
TEMPORARY alternative. But before that I think we
need to be clear about what we believe about the
sacrament.
Our confessions are clear. We believe that Jesus
Christ is present and comes to us “in, with, and under”
the earthly elements of bread and wine. This
sacrament is not just “remembering”, it is communing
with Jesus and the body of Christ. When Jesus said,
“for you”, it was second person plural, “you all.”
When the apostle Paul criticized the Corinthian church
in 1 Corinthians 11 for not discerning the body of
Christ, he was rebuking them for not seeing that their
neighbor was part of the body. In the sacrament Jesus
is bringing us in to union with himself, and with each
other and with the whole body of Christ across time
and space. Communion is a community event.
That being said, on Sunday, July 5 at 11:00 am, we
will start offering an opportunity to celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion through a short Zoom
live service where we will be connected with one
another, albeit remotely. It is far from perfect, but so
are we. Yet we trust that God works in and through us.
I realize that not everyone has Zoom capability and I
grieve that we cannot provide this for everyone.
Some Instructions for Participation at Home:
 We invite you to “set the table” and choose a
special cup or plate, light a candle and make a
space as you would if you were hosting a special
guest (which you are!)
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 The type of bread and wine or grape juice doesn’t
matter, since we know that it is Christ’s words with
the elements that make it a sacrament.
Nevertheless, please have your worship space set
ahead of time.
 If you live with other people plan on distributing the
sacrament to one another saying, “The body of
Christ, given for you.” and “The blood of Christ
shed for you.” If you live by yourself I will be saying
these same words for you while you eat and drink.
This way all of us receive this wonderful gift of
forgiveness and unity together.
 The link for the Zoom Holy Communion Service
will be on our church website.
 The link will be open ten minutes before 11:00 am
so that those wishing to participate can check-in
and we will start on time.
 After checking in, please mute your microphone to
avoid background noises.
During this extraordinary time, we are relying on
God’s grace and strength more than ever. We trust
that Christ is truly – virtually – present for us in bread
and wine, and in one another. Please know that your
staff ministry team and church council continue to
seek ways to keep us connected.

DAY CAMP AT HOME
Since we will not be able to host a normal Vacation
Bible School this year, we will be hosting Day Camp
at Home, created by Green Lake Lutheran Ministries.
To avoid unnecessary stress on parents, we are
expanding each "day" to weeks, meaning that we will
have one activity per day. We will be sending out
information for each activity and we also have
a Facebook event if you'd like to view it there. Our
VBS schedule is every Monday-Thursday from
July 6-31.
Many of the activities involve supplies such as
construction paper, coffee filters, glue, etc. If you
would like St. Philip's to provide these supplies for
you,
please
email
Sarah
Bennett
at sarahb@splchastings.org.
Since we know families are overwhelmed right now,
we will also be sending short "Exhausted Parent
Devotionals" for parents to encourage and support
each other through this time.
We look forward to sharing these great resources with
you all!
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STAYING CONNECTED
WHILE WE’RE APART
The comments and stories that follow are featured by
the Stewardship Ministry Team during this time of
absence from congregational worship. Their purpose
is to discover more about fellow members' history, or
how their lives are being lived during the pandemic.
Not seeing and being present with each other is
difficult. Continue praying for St. Philip's and its
ongoing ministries. All members are messengers of
the Word in their own lives. Stay vigilant in that calling
and may each household feel God's presence and
love.
Brian, Julie and Max Flaten
Hello from the
Flaten
family. Brian,
Max
and
myself
have
been members
of St. Philip’s
for
several
years and feel
very blessed to
be part of such
a welcoming
and
caring
congregation. Brian is a native of Hastings and grew
up on 4th Street. I grew up in Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin, but have lived in Hastings for the past 22
years. Our son Max just graduated from High School
and will be heading to the University of Dubuque this
fall to study Aviation. While his senior year of high
school was not how we envisioned it would be, we are
lucky to live in a community with a school district that
was innovative and made the best out of a difficult
situation. Max also connecting over the Zoom call
Pastor Geier held with the other St. Philip’s
seniors. Brian is a self-employed electrician and I
work for the City of Hastings, so we have been
fortunate to keep our jobs during the pandemic. Brian
also serves in the Army National Guard and was
called up for duty for eight days during the recent riots
in Minneapolis and St. Paul. We wish everyone
health and happiness during these difficult times.
~ Julie Flaten

Kent and Pam Hoffman
Pam and Kent Hoffman
joined St. Philip's around
1989. They have two adult
children,
daughter
Michelle and Art who live
in Carson City, Nevada,
and son Andrew and Alisa
who live with their children
in South St. Paul. Pam's
husband Kent, retired from
Ardent Mills, Hastings, in
2018, after 42 years of service.
The current pandemic which impacted all peopleserving institutions involved Pam Hoffman especially,
who is a member of the food staff for Hastings School
District 200.
Pam's primary role is to take care of all student
accounts in its Food Service Department by
processing applications for Educational Benefits
which she does primarily from August to November.
She is also the contact person when parents,
students, or staff have issues with the District's POS,
(point of sale) system.
When Covid-19 hit, the District was in the process of
hiring a new Food Service Director. Without an active
Director, Pam was asked to step in and help design
and carry out the distribution of food to students as
directed by the Minnesota Department of Health and
Governor Walz. This became an enormous
undertaking, which had not been done before.
With the help of the combined kitchen staffs from all
the District's schools, a plan was designed to provide
more than 2000 bags of food daily. Each bag
contained a breakfast and a lunch which meant the
effort represented over 4000 meals daily. The
Hastings Bus Company became a big player in the
outreach since food delivery needed to reach students
throughout the District. A modified plan is continuing
during the summer period.
Pam also assists in the planning of all District 200 "fun
events" designed for its staff such as retirements,
recognition and acknowledgements which also took
special handling during the practices needing to be
applied during the pandemic.
It's interesting to discover how fellow members are
impacted with completely new challenges during this
special time in our history.
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Dan, Chey, Brendan and Leia Holm
Hello St. Philip's
family. I miss you
all! I pray for love,
peace and unity.
The
last
few
months
have
made me super
aware
of
the
importance of love
and connection. At
St. Philip's my
family
has
experienced that through choir, Sunday school,
confirmation, worship, playing cards, coffee time and
definitely the garage sale. There is so much going on
in our world right now-things that don't make sense,
make us sad, angry, scared, confused. I have had to
ask myself what kind of a world are we living in? What
kind of a world are we raising our children in?
My husband Dan and I moved to Hastings in 2003.
Our son Brendan was 3 years old. Our daughter Leia
was born 2 years later. It has been wonderful raising
our children here in Hastings. We have met some
great friends and made some awesome memories!
Leia will be attending Hastings High School as a
freshman in the fall and I pray that during her high
school years she makes lots of new friends, embarks
on new adventures and makes lots of good memories.
I have been deeply saddened to learn of the losses
within our church community the past few months and
am sorry that as a community we could not physically
be together for a shoulder to lean on or the warmth of
a hug or smile. Not only has it been hard to deal with
the sudden newness of how to operate in our lives
with this new virus but then we were presented with
the horrible image of the death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis that have stirred up so many emotions in
people throughout the world. It hurts to see fellow
human beings hurting. I struggle with trying to figure
out what to do. I have learned that the power of
communication/relationship/listening/connecting
is
very important and I have had some great
conversations with family, friends, co-workers and
strangers. The images of violence during the protests
scared me and I told my kids to stay away from
protests. Brendan wrote a Facebook post about how
we need more love in the world right now. That was a
proud mama moment for me. Leia asked me daily if
she could attend a protest. Amidst my fear of a global
pandemic and the possibility of danger during a
protest I decided it would be a positive and
transformative thing for Leia to learn to express her
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first amendment right. So, on Thursday, June 4 Leia
and I drove to 38th and Chicago in Minneapolis and
stood with our neighbors and mourned the loss of a
fellow human being. We took a stand that day for love,
peace, equality, justice and basic human dignity. It
was an absolutely beautiful moment. I realize we all
need each other and should be this stand for each
other all the time to grow and to make our world a
better place for our children. I love you all!!
~ Chey Holm
Ruth and Raul Jackson
On a hot summer
afternoon in 1978, we
were approached by a
pastor at Onamia Bible
Camp. His name was
Reverend
Dan
Seidelmann and he
was looking for a youth
worker for his church,
St. Philip's Lutheran
Church, located in
Hastings. He thought that with my educational
background, musical abilities and interest in children,
I would make a good match for his church. I, together
with Ruth and three children moved from St. Paul to
Hastings that same year. Lock, stock, and with many
boxes, we landed in our new town. Much to our
astonishment the following week the pastor decided
to accept a new call! We often think about just what
this meant for our future. Regardless, this certainly
turned out to be a new adventure.
Within the next few months of 1978 I found myself as
choir director, youth leader, and some type of aide to
the new pastor, David Thompson. One learns that
when you can do a few things many more things are
expected of you! Drama and musical presentations
followed. One which brings me much joy was the
production of "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever". I
wrote and directed this musical. Many in the
congregation. male, female, young and old took part.
Ruth has not been idle either. In the last forty years
she has sewn over 500 Baptismal Banners and has
supervised in the construction of Confirmation Stoles.
Currently she was on the sewing team that made 2182
face masks for Lutheran Social Service during the
Corona Pandemic.
The Jacksons remain as active as we can be and
count St. Philip's Lutheran as our mainstay and family.
~ Raul Jackson
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF
Gregory Geier, Pastor
pastorgeier@splchastings.org
Noreen Swanson, Organist
swansonhastings@centurylink.net
Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ellend@splchastings.org
Nathan Griner
nathang@splchastings.org
Sarah Bennett, Director of Children, Youth
and Family Ministries
sarahb@splchastings.org
Christine Rydel, Business Manager
christiner@splchastings.org
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician
johnd@splchastings.org
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director
preschool@splchastings.org
Lista Klocow, Office Manager
listak@splchastings.org

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, Minnesota
651-437-6541
www.splchastings.org
ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL
www.splchastings.org
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
Friday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Sunday Worship Service:
Online Worship Posted on Facebook on
Sundays at 8:30 am
“St. Philip’s Lutheran Church Hastings MN”
Social Hour via Zoom at 9:30 am

