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The word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the
one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in
a tent and a tabernacle.”
2 Samuel 7:4-6
From the lesson for October 25
“Are you the one to build me a
house to live in?” This passage
from 2 Samuel is a prime
example of God’s faithful
people, (namely King David
and Nathan,) who with the best
of intentions think they know
what God wants. After all, what
could make more sense if you
are in David’s shoes. You are
king of Israel and living in a
lavish palace. And the Ark of
the Covenant, the Holy of Holies, the manifestation of
the presence of Almighty God is in a tent!
King David sees this as almost criminal neglect that
must be corrected as soon as possible. Since King
David likes all of the luxuries that come with being king
it only makes sense that the Lord would want to reside
in even greater luxury. So, after conferring with the
prophet Nathan and getting an initial okay, David
moves forward with his plans.
That is when the Word of the Lord came to Nathan to
let both of them know that just because we think
something is a great idea doesn’t mean that God
thinks it is a great idea. “Are you the one to build me
a house to live in?” God has Nathan ask David. The
message is clear, God will let you know when the
accommodations are less than satisfactory.
David felt that he needed to build a temple for the
people to come and worship the Lord. A grand temple
would be necessary to demonstrate the majesty of
God. But God disagreed. “I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a
tent and a tabernacle.” Tents are portable. They move
with their owner from one place to the next. Even
though there was no one alive who had memories of
the years of slavery in Egypt, the tent and tabernacle
had been a symbol of God’s presence since Mt. Sinai.
God led the people and went where the people went.
It was part of their wilderness heritage.
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The problem with temples is that sometimes the
temple becomes the focus of worship rather than God.
That was true during the times of the Old Testament
and that is too often true today.
I want to be clear that I very much appreciate our
wonderful church facility. From the sanctuary to the
prayer chapel to the classrooms, office space and
fellowship areas, these spaces have helped facilitate
good ministry. However, if this horrible pandemic has
taught us nothing else, it has taught us that faithful
people will continue to be the Church and worship
whether there is a building or not. I am thankful that
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, (the people, not the
building,) continue to care for one another and
worship, albeit remotely, and serve and witness.
As we are beginning to ease back in to offering more
in-person opportunities for worship and faith formation
I think we will have a greater appreciation for our
facility. I hope that we do not see it so much as a place
where God is somehow more present than anywhere
else, but rather a place we worship God who is
everywhere and where we are nurtured and equipped
to go out into the world to witness and serve.
Even as I say that, we are looking at new ways of
nurturing and equipping that don’t require your
physical presence in our facility. We are seeking and
hopefully finding ways to strengthen our bond with
God and one another. During this time when refraining
from physical contact and voluntarily abstaining from
practices that we love (such as singing in worship), we
are called to be open to where the Spirit leads. If you
have any ideas how we might better “be” the Church,
please let me know!

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Geier
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Preschool Chatter
We are Back! What an amazing few weeks we have
had getting back into the swing of things. The children
are adjusting well to being in school. We are blessed
to have 53 spots full this year which is slightly above
where we were last year pre-pandemic. September
was full of activities to help adjust to getting back to
school: the ever important handwashing, learning all
about each other, and how to make new friends. The
staff is also very excited to be implementing two new
curriculum pieces that we received from our grant last
year. The first, Conscious Discipline, helps us to learn
about feelings and self-regulation. These things are
so important to the development of young children
always but even more so in our crazy current situation.
The second is Learning Without Tears. This gives us
fun ways to teach letters, sounds, numbers, and so
much more. We are even able to customize the
program for our younger and older students.
We as a staff are truly blessed to able to be a part of
St. Philip’s ministry through the preschool. Each day
is a new adventure and we look forward to all this
school year has to offer.
We read a book about
germs and why they are
gross. The story taught
us about the
importance of washing
our hands to keep those
icky germs away. The
boys in this picture took
that a step farther and
created "germinators"
used to suck up all the
germs in the classroom!
It was very cute and our
classroom should be
very clean:)

Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein
Preschool Co-Directors
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OCTOBER
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS
October 4

Exodus 12:1-13, 13;1-8
The Promise of Passover

October 11

Exodus 32:1-14
Golden Calf

October 18

1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10
God Answers Hannah

October 25

2 Samuel 7:1-17
God’s Promise to David

- AMONG OUR OWN Congratulations to…
All those celebrating their wedding anniversary in
October. Listed below are couples reaching a special
anniversary…
Andy and Katy Lindberg on their 20th wedding
anniversary on October 6
Lee and Heide Williams on their 30th wedding
anniversary on October 13
Carlos and Lacey Villavicencio on their 20th
wedding anniversary on October 14
Kurt Oster and Camille Johnson-Oster on their 1st
wedding anniversary on October 18
Doug and Danna Elling Schultz on their 35th
wedding anniversary
Derrick and Sammi Warnecke on
the birth of their son Eli who was
born August 28, 8 lbs. 11 oz. and
21.5” long.
Sympathies to…
Dan, Jennie, Joel and Lori Thomas as they mourn
the death of their mother/grandmother Ione Orr.
Helen Brudvig as she mourns the death of her
brother Jim Iverson.
Marge Peterson and family as they mourn the death
of her husband Tim Peterson.

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE
AUGUST 2020 YTD
Actual
08/20 YTD

Budget

Actual

08/20 YTD 08/19 YTD

General and Misc. Funds
Income YTD
$338,589 $366,498 $316,160
Expenses YTD $354,567 $390,847 $334,695
Over (short) YTD ($15,978) ($24,348) ($18,535)
Capital Fund

$105,095

$120,000 $104,583
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Dear Friends at St. Philip’s,
Donadee and I enjoyed the
opportunity of worshiping at St.
Philip’s on September 20.

To My St. Philip’s Family,
My heartfelt thanks for uplifting me with your prayers,
cards, telephone calls and garage visits following the
death of my brother, Jim. I’m anxiously waiting for the
day when I can greet each of you with a warm hug.
Until then, stay well and God’s blessing to all.
Helen Brudvig

Saying thank you seems inadequate. I received such
tremendous support from my siblings here at SPLC
since my brother died in July. Prayers, cards, flowers,
memorials. . . all expressions of care and love. He was
special, and so are all of you! Thank you again.
Barbara Jorenby

We sold our house in Prescott
and left St. Philip’s a year ago in
September. Tim served as
interim pastor of the American
Lutheran Congregation in Oslo, Norway, for 7 months.
Then he was hired by Mount Carmel Ministries to be
the Executive Director. We live on the Mount Carmel
campus, on Lake Carlos, just north of Alexandria,
Minnesota.
Mount Carmel is a different kind of Bible Camp. We
don't have any weeks of youth camp. We have Family
Camp with Bible teaching for all ages - seminary
professors or pastors for adults and college-age youth
leading programs for high school youth, middle school
youth, elementary youth, and pre-school children.
We had a wonderful summer of Family Camp. It was
easier for us to follow COVID rules than many other
places because we have separate cabins for each
family. We have had over 500 people here and, as far
as we know, no cases of COVID.

We thank Pat Kohn for years of faithfully addressing
our prayer postcards that are sent out weekly to
individual St. Philip's families. She is handing over the
reins to Fellowship Team Members Darla Kimmes,
Beth Fahlstrom and Mary Charlson. We thank all for
helping in this continuing ministry!

We hope you will come and visit us! We host
congregation retreats, we rent cabins to individuals or
families year-round with daily Bible study from 9-10,
we have Adults of All Ages Camp, fall retreats, winter
retreats, as well as Family Camp. And we have a
beautiful lake with fishing and swimming - Lake
Carlos. Here is our website with lots of information www.mountcarmelministries.com.

ATTENTION MILITARY FAMILIES

We miss all our friends at St. Philip’s! May God protect
you all from the virus! May God bring us back together
soon! May God bless you!

Military Families: If you have updates in regard to a
member of your family in the military, please let us
know. Has someone recently joined that we can
include in our prayer card? Has someone retired and
no longer a member of the armed forces? Please let
the church office or Fellowship committee chair,
Camille Nelson, know of updates so we can remain
current in our continued prayers for our military
families. In the past we have sent personal notes to
military members to let them know their home
congregation is praying for them. We will be
contacting congregation members soon to get mailing
addresses so we can continue this tradition.

Tim and Donadee Peterson

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
The October, November December Christ in Our
Home is available. This quarterly devotional resource
that encourages readers to live out their faith daily is
available on the welcome center or if you would like a
copy mailed to you please contact the office at 4376541 or email Lista at listak@splchastings.org.
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NEW FUNERAL BANNER

DEAR FRIEND IN CHRIST PROJECT
From September 2020 issue of Gather magazine
(Women of the ELCA)
Dear Friend in Christ is a simple project. You start by
writing a letter using the salutation, “Dear Friend in
Christ’. Fill a page or two, however you are inspired.
Among other things, we invite you to share your
thoughts about two questions: How is your faith in
Jesus Christ sustaining you during the global
pandemic? What words of encouragement can you
offer the person who receives your letter? Your letter
may be typed or handwritten. You may remain
anonymous or you may identify yourself. You might
include a drawing, photo, recipe, prayer card or
something else to boost the spirits of the recipient.
You print and sign the Dear Friend in Christ release
form at welca.org/dearfriend (or complete it online),
and then place the release form and letter in an
envelope and mail to: Dear Friend in Christ, Women
of the ELCA, 8765 West. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL
60631.
When you write to Dear Friend in Christ, your letter
will be swapped with a letter from another writer. They
will get your letter; you will get their letter. The
exchange is anonymous (unless you provide your
contact information), so you can share as much
information about yourself as you like. Letters are
paired at random.
Women of the ELCA staff read all letters before the
exchange happens. And, when writers grant
permission, snippets of letters have been posted on
welca.org/dearfriend.
Letters should be mailed by October 15, 2020 to have
them distributed by the end of the project, All Saints
Day, November 1, 2020.
The idea is to sustain our community, and all that is
needed are your words.

From Isaiah 43:1 we
read… But now, O
Israel, the Lord who
created you says: “Do
not be afraid, for I have
ransomed you. I have
called you by name; you
are mine.” From this
verse comes the words
“I have called you by
name”, which is the
message on the newly
designed
and
purchased
funeral
banner. A St. Philip’s
funeral will now be able to honor the life of the person
who has passed with the reassuring strength of the
banner’s message. The banner had its first placement
at the funeral of Sherry Akins.
Coordination of the banner’s purchase was done
through the Worship and Music Committee with
funding of nearly $700 being provided by WELCA,
(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America). WELCA’s ability to raise funds through its
annual lefse bake sale and soup luncheon along with
serving funeral luncheons provides funding for needs
such as Bibles for SPLC young people, worship
enhancements such as the new banner and external
causes of regional and global missions. (It is not
possible to have a 2020 November lefse and bake
sale event due to the Covid 19 pandemic.)

ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH
CAMP FIRE BIBLE STUDY
October 4 at 7:00 pm
We had a wonderful turnout at our first Campfire Bible
Study in September, so we are
going to have another one!
Come join some of your St.
Philip’s friends for an informal
Bible study on Sunday, October
4 at 7:00 pm at our fire pit.
Enjoy some fellowship as we
look at what the Bible says
about experiencing joy and
thanksgiving during a time of sorrow and reflect on
how it might apply to our lives. Bring a chair, join the
conversation, (or just listen!)
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
The 2020 Operation Christmas Child
shoebox collection season will be
here before you know it! National
Collection Week is November 16–23,
2020 Now more than ever, children
need hope! As the world struggles with the
coronavirus pandemic and worldwide natural
disasters, there are many great opportunities to reach
boys and girls around the world with the Gospel. We
want to let them know that God loves them and has
not forgotten them during this time of fear and
uncertainty. Children need great joy now more than
ever. Most of all, they need the hope found only in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Will you partner with us and
Samaritan’s Purse to share that glorious hope with
boys and girls around the world--many of whom have
never heard the Name of Jesus? As you specially
select each item, packing a shoebox becomes a
blessing for you as well as the child who receives it.
Consider including a note and a photo of yourself or
your family! We will again be setting up a table in the
narthex for you to pick up a free red and green
shoebox and to drop off your filled shoeboxes (we
have plastic, as well as cardboard shoe boxes this
year!) You are also welcome to use a shoebox from
home, if you prefer. Look for the table sometime later
in October. The last day to drop off shoeboxes will be
November 22. If packing a traditional shoebox just
isn’t an option for you this year, consider building a
shoebox online! Directions on how to do this can be
found at: samaritanspurse.org/occ. Click on the “Build
a Shoebox Online” picture. If you have any questions
or would like further information, please visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ or call either one of us and
we will try to help you! Thank you for partnering with
us this shoebox season to bring Good News and great
joy to children around the world! Questions? Contact
Robyn Tank or Emily Preston.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
The ELCA Young Adult Ministry is hosting a virtual
small group program called Abide. This is for any
young adult who wants to be part of a group with
ELCA members all across the country to talk about
the Bible and current events. Sarah Bennett, Director
of Children, Youth and Family Ministries, is still
meeting with her Abide group that started in March! If
you'd like to find out more, you can email Sarah at
sarahb@splchastings.org
or
go
to
https://sites.google.com/view/2020fallabide.
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WELCA “LEANS INTO” THE COVID
CRISIS
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America) returned to its fall schedule by meeting in
person on its usual second Thursday at 9:30 am. The
meeting took place in the old sanctuary with members
at tables positioned 6 feet apart and wearing masks.
Ten of the usual 16 members attended which was
encouraging.
WELCA meets monthly which includes a Bible Study
and a short business meeting. Susan Cruse convenes
the meeting, Deborah Dreher is its treasurer, and
Marita Legreid is its secretary. All St. Philip’s women
are invited to attend.

Marita Legreid reads the
minutes of the last meeting
using a microphone attached to
a cane pole which allows all
people to speak at a safe
distance from the group.

HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE
PROJECT SHARE
Our congregation has been asked by Hastings Family
Service to participate in Project Share this year by
helping provide gifts and a holiday meal for families in
need. The fellowship ministry thinks this would be a
great outreach for our congregation this holiday
season.
Families would register for the
adopt-a-family program and
provide a wish list. We would
be asked to select one or more
families to sponsor. We will
need to determine the logistics
of how to sign up for families and items, whether
online on in narthex. If you have experience with
online genius or would be willing to help our team in
the coordination of the project at St. Philip's, please
contact Camille Nelson, Fellowship Team chair.
Look for further ways you can help and provide gifts
in this project in upcoming newsletters.
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM LAYS
PLANS FOR FALL EMPHASIS
The theme for St. Philip’s fall Stewardship emphasis
will be:
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A SNAPSHOT FROM WORSHIP
In the Sunday, September 13 service the scripture
was from Genesis 2 and 3 regarding the Creation and
Fall. During Children’s Time Pastor Geier was found
hiding under a blanket to demonstrate that even when
you have done something wrong you cannot hide from
God. God sees us and loves us.

Pledge Sunday will be December 6. Information will
come to homes as that time approaches.
At the October Stewardship meeting, Pastor Geier
reported that the financial stability of St. Philip’s is in
place. A sincere thank you is expressed to every
member for making this kind of report possible.
It is customary to give special emphasis to the
financial response by members of St. Philip’s every
fall. The joy of giving will be lifted up through personal
testimonies by members. Members will be asked to
offer a message in front of a camera so it becomes a
part of the virtual services as well as the in person
services during the month of November. Anyone
wishing to do this is invited to make it known to Glenda
Schnirring so that a taping time can be scheduled.
Please feel free to offer yourself, or with a spouse or
partner to do one of the testimonies.
Stewardship Ministry Team – Gerry Cardinal, Jeannie
Evans, Gerry Lundby, Al Todnem, Sam Willis and
Glenda Schnirring (chair)

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND
CONFIRMATION UPDATES
Sunday school and confirmation are both following a
hybrid model of meeting in person on the first week of
each month and doing online learning for the rest of
the month. Sunday school will be at 9:30 am (during
in-person worship) for the time being. This is subject
to change, as nothing is certain during COVID and we
are still experimenting with what works best for
families. If you would like to be on the faith formation
newsletter, please email Sarah Bennett at
sarahb@splchastings.org.

Prayer for that Day…
Merciful God, you created people not as subjects to
rule, but as partners in tending and enjoying this
bountiful earth. Help us release our shame and guilt
over what we have done wrong, accepting instead
your mercy and forgiveness offered through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

WANTED: Lectors for our Online
Worship (and In-Person Worship Too!)
One of the things Pastor Geier has heard from several
people is that they like hearing a variety of voices on
our online worship. Thus far the staff ministry team has
been rotating lecturing responsibilities and some of our
confirmands have read the lesson in addition to their
faith statement.
If you are interested in serving the church as a lector,
please call the office and let us know. We record our
worship services on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm. There is no
age limit and you don’t have to be on camera if you
don’t want to be.
If you are interested in serving as a lector for our inperson worship service on Sundays, we’d love to hear
from you as well. Serving on Sundays involves more
reading, since the lector reads all the congregational
responses on behalf of the whole congregation.
Helping to lead our worship services is a very important
ministry and we would like to have as many people as
possible so that we can hear all of your voices!
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STAYING CONNECTED
WHILE WE’RE APART
50 years ago
last
month
found
Patty
and I with our
2 ½ year old
son,
Eric,
rolling
into
Hastings from
Cedar
Falls
Iowa. I had
just completed
my MA degree
at
Northern
Iowa University and had been hired by Hastings
School District to teach Science 7-9 in the then called
“Jr. High School”. I remained with the district until my
retirement in 2001.
Our first Sunday in town found us seeking out an ALC
church. We had read about a new mission church that
had been established in 1967 which was associated
with the ALC. Locating the church was an adventure
in itself. Traveling west up 15th we ran out of a hard
surface road and still saw no church. We continued on
and finally saw this small building that looked
something like what we were looking for.
Our first Sunday back in 1970 told us we had made
the right choice. It was quite obvious to others that we
were new. Everyone greeted us with a welcome
introduction and soon we discovered that we had
common acquaintances with many of the church
members, through colleges and previous churches we
had been members of.
Both Patty and I became an active part of St. Philip’s
serving on various committees and education
programs. Since the membership was rather small it
didn’t take long for my name to come up as President.
(Not the job by far that that position requires today.)
After another 6 years we had become a family of 5,
having adopted 2 more children. Suzie our youngest
came from Korea in 1975. Dan joined our family in
1971 soon after we arrived in Hastings. All our
children attended the christian educational programs
offered and were confirmed at St. Philip’s.
Patty’s main involvement in St. Philip’s today revolves
around fellowship highlighted by Third Thursday Philip
and the Lefse making held in the fall. (Only time will
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tell if these programs have to be rethought and
adjusted in some way).
These past weeks have reaffirmed all the reasons we
chose St. Philip’s as our church home for our family.
On July 29 Patty had a bike accident which put her in
the hospital for 4 days. She did some major damage
to her teeth and chipped a bone in her elbow so it was
difficult for her to manage her normal routine. After
notifying Pastor Geier and a couple of other folks of
her situation the phone started ringing with offers of
food and assistance in a variety of ways. Prayer was
a major factor that placed a sense of calmness in both
our hearts just prior to her going into surgery on
Wednesday, July 30.
Cards started coming in during the weeks that
followed numbering now close to 100. It was this
support that was exhibited by so many in this church
and community that made us realize how important it
was to have people that care surrounding you with
love and support. That is what St. Philip’s is in so
many ways. Continuing to reach out to those in our
immediate congregational family and beyond the
church, community, and the world.
Patty’s recovery has been phenomenal seeing
improvement each day in her abilities to function in a
normal fashion. We leave you with these words,
“Always remember that God loves you and so do we”
Al and Patty Todnem

My name is Gerry
Cardinal, I grew up and
lived in the small town of
Range, Wisconsin on
Highway 8 just West of
Turtle Lake. Range was
settled by 12 French
families of which the
Cardinals were one.
The
French
were
primarily
Roman
Catholic except for a few that married Scandinavian
women, one of which was my father. The only church
in Range is a small, old Lutheran church with
approximately 50 total members. I attended there all
my life. My wife Julie was raised Catholic, with a
Lutheran mother, so we never used religion as an
ultimatum in our marriage. I moved to Hastings about
6 weeks before Julie arrived, checked out several
local churches and found SPLC to have the best
fit. Apparently Julie thought so also, as she told me
she was going to join too! I've always had an interest
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in sewing quilts, so when SPLC started a quilting
group it made me feel even more at home as I
continue to sew quilt tops for my old churches quilting
group also. When the Covid-19 self-quarantine was
initiated, I didn't know what to do with my sewing
ministry. By now I had sewed over 650 quilt tops, I had
burned up the motor on my sewing machine, the
quilting group was cancelled indefinably, and so I just
quit sewing. In July my 'pity party' ended when I was
asked to make a few masks for my new daughter-inlaw’s parents and they gave me a sewing machine to
do it even. So after sewing up over 150 masks I got
the itch to start sewing quilt tops again. I figure I will
have quite the jump on quilting groups when they
meet again. I call them minor miracles, faith in action
in my everyday life. So far it always seems God has
been one step ahead of me, anticipating my needs. I
do look forward to face to face congregating again,
until then I LOVE you all.
Gerry

Hello St Philip's family! We are Dave and Robyn Tank.
We have two adult
sons, Andrew (24)
and Josh (22). We
have been part of
the St. Philip’s
community
for
almost
20
years...my
how
time flies! We moved to Hastings in 1994. We had
visited several churches in Hastings, but we felt very
welcomed at St. Philips. There were many
opportunities for us to get involved and to grow in. Our
sons attended the preschool program, VBS, church
school, were involved in children's musicals, bible
camps, service projects, confirmation, and more.
Robyn and I have been involved as youth group
leaders, church school and confirmation leaders,
involved in bible studies, 3rd Thursday Phil-up, Via de
Cristo, worship helpers, and various committees
through the years. St Philips is a place where we have
been able to share and learn new talents and gifts that
God has given. It’s hard to believe that six months of
Covid has already gone by. What a crazy world! We
feel fortunate that we have the technology today to
stay connected through multi forms of media. Can you
imagine if we didn’t have the internet or cell phones?
I remember saying many times in the past that I could
live without them!!! I guess this is one time when they
are a blessing. Andrew has remained working through
Covid. He was working for a small remodeling
contractor and now works at a cabinet shop. The
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construction field is remaining busy. Josh graduated
from Luther this past spring, finishing classes and
watching his graduation ceremony online from home.
He is a youth director at Ezekiel Lutheran in River
Falls, Wisconsin. Robyn works for the Hastings
School District as a Title 1 assistant in the non-public
schools. We have an even greater appreciation for the
tireless hard work and ingenuity the teachers,
administration, and staff have done to try and
accommodate and meet all the needs and safety
concerns of the children and families in the school
district. I am a building inspector for the city of St. Paul
and have remained working through Covid. There are
many large scale commercial projects that are still
going strong, and residential contractors are saying
they are experiencing the busiest year ever. One of
the things that is hard for me is wearing the
masks...they hide everyone’s smile! We miss not
being together in person, greeting one another with
hugs, and singing together in the sanctuary. But we
know that “this too shall pass” and God will use this
time to draw us closer to Him and one another. 2020
will definitely be a year that goes down in history. We
pray that for you it will be a time that draws you closer
to God, your family, and friends. May it be a time that
helps us all evaluate what God’s plan and purpose for
our lives really means.
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WE ARE STILL SINGING ~ The world has
changed, so singers must change
also! Zoom choir rehearsals have
begun at St. Philip’s! Sanctuary
Choir rehearsals are held on Tuesday
evenings at 7 pm. If any teens or adults are
interested in joining this virtual choir, please
contact Ellen Diischer, ediischer8@gmail.com,
and you will be added to the choir invitation list.
Children’s Choir meets on Wednesdays at 5:30
pm. All kids ages 5 - teens are invited to be a
part of this virtual choir! Again, contact Ellen
Diischer, ediischer8@gmail.com if your child,
grandchild or neighbor’s child or relative would like
to sing with this talented bunch of kids.
Of course, half of the fun of singing is meeting IN
PERSON, and singing TOGETHER…however,
that’s just isn’t possible now…SO….by doing virtual
choirs, our membership lists can include literally
anyone in the whole world! No one has to be a
member of St. Philip’s to meet with either choir, and
guests, relatives and friends are very welcome.
Regular attendance and communication are the only
requirements. Info about making recordings of
individual parts will come later as the choirs learn new
music.
Prayerfully consider joining either choir as a way to
meet regularly with other singers, and as a way to
keep that voice in shape until the day we can all meet
in person to sing God’s praises!

WORSHIP LEADERS OCTOBER 2020
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Noreen Swanson, Organist
swansonhastings@centurylink.net

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1401 West 15th Street
Hastings, Minnesota
651-437-6541
www.splchastings.org

Ellen Diischer, Music Director
ellend@splchastings.org

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL
www.splchastings.org

ST. PHILIP’S STAFF
Gregory Geier, Pastor
pastorgeier@splchastings.org

Nathan Griner
nathang@splchastings.org
Sarah Bennett, Director of Children,
Youth and Family Ministries
sarahb@splchastings.org
Christine Rydel, Business Manager
christiner@splchastings.org
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician
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St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
Online Worship Service
Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
October 4, 2020
Welcome and Invocation
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Call to Worship
P: When disaster comes,
C: We will not be destroyed.
P: When danger looms,
C: We will not be afraid.
P: For we belong to God
C: Who has called us and claimed us.
Words of Confession and Forgiveness
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of all ages,
C: You have chosen us as your own, yet we so often live as if it were not so. We succumb to things
which are not good for us. We believe we know better than you. We refuse to put our trust in
your promises. Sweep away our foolishness and bring us back into a trusting relationship with
the one who has lovingly created us and longs to be our strength and life.
P: Dear people, hear the joyful words that God has forgiven us! Our misdeeds and folly are forgotten; grace
and mercy abound. Let us give thanks that we have a compassionate creator!
All: Amen.
Opening Song

“Break Now the Bread of Life”
Verses 1 and 2

Hymn #515 or Onscreen

Prayer of the Day
God of might, you protected and guided your chosen people out of danger into new life. So lead us
into the places where we can live and grow as your faithful people, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.
The Word – Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8
Narrator: The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:
Lord 1: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year
for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it
shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may
take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month;
then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.
Lord 2: They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses
in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning;
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.
Lord 1: This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:
Lord 2: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

Narrator: The Lord said to Moses:
Lord 1: Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the womb among the Israelites,
of human beings and animals, is mine. Moses said to the people,
Moses: Remember this day on which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, because
the Lord brought you out from there by strength of hand; no leavened bread shall be eaten. Today,
in the month of Abib, you are going out. When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites,
the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he swore to your ancestors to
give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you shall keep this observance in this month. Seven
days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a festival to the Lord.
Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen in your
possession, and no leaven shall be seen among you in all your territory. You shall tell your child
on that day, ‘It is because of what the Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.’
Children's Time

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon Song

“As We Gather at Your Table”

Hymn #522 or Onscreen

Faith Statement

Averi Nelson

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sharing of the Peace
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. C:And also with you.
Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings
Mail Checks to: St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, 1401 15th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033
Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html Then “Donate Online”
Offertory Prayer
You do not demand sacrifices of blood, but the offerings of our hearts and lives. Receive and bless
these gifts which we offer in response to all that you have freely given, and use them for your highest
purposes in this kingdom on earth. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Song
Dismissal

“O Living Bread from Heaven”
Verses 1, 2 and 3

Hymn #542 or Onscreen

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
Online Worship Service
Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
October 11, 2020
Welcome and Invocation
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Call to Worship
P: Our God is full of love
C And will not act in anger.
P: From every thought of vengeance
C: Our God will turn away,
P: Remembering the covenant
C: Once promised to God’s people.
Words of Confession and Forgiveness
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of all ages,
C: You have chosen us as your own, yet we so often live as if it were not so. We succumb to things
which are not good for us. We believe we know better than you. We refuse to put our trust in
your promises. Sweep away our foolishness and bring us back into a trusting relationship with
the one who has lovingly created us and longs to be our strength and life.
P: Dear people, hear the joyful words that God has forgiven us! Our misdeeds and folly are forgotten; grace
and mercy abound. Let us give thanks that we have a compassionate creator!
All: Amen.
Opening Song

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”

Hymn #461 or Onscreen

Prayer of the Day
Merciful God, you do not punish us as our deeds deserve, but rather show compassion to your
wayward people. May we in turn show grace to others, that love may abound, and all may know your
mercy, through Jesus our savior. Amen.
The Word – Exodus 32:1-14
Narrator: When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered around Aaron, and said to him,
People: Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us
up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.
Narrator: Aaron said to them,
Aaron: Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and
bring them to me.
Narrator: So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He
took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said,
Aaron: These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!
Narrator: When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said,
Aaron: Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.
Narrator: They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of wellbeing; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. The Lord said to Moses,
Lord: Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’
(continued)

Narrator: The Lord said to Moses,
Lord: I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.
Narrator: But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said,
Moses: O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was
with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from
the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster
on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’
Narrator: And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Children's Time

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon Song

“Our Father, We Have Wandered”

Hymn #606 or Onscreen

Faith Statement

Hunter Rowan

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sharing of the Peace
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings
Mail Checks to: St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, 1401 15th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033
Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html Then “Donate Online”
Offertory Prayer
You long for us to worship you with acts of loving kindness. Bless these gifts we offer to your service
and for the benefit of all your children in need. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Song
Dismissal

“My Lighthouse”

Onscreen

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
Online Worship Service
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2020
Welcome and Invocation
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Call to Worship
P: Our hearts delight in you, O God,
C: For you do amazing things!
P: Your wisdom far outweighs our own.
C: Your ways evade our reason.
P: You lift up what was lowly
C: And bring the dead to life.
Words of Confession and Forgiveness
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of all ages,
C: You have chosen us as your own, yet we so often live as if it were not so. We succumb to things
which are not good for us. We believe we know better than you. We refuse to put our trust in
your promises. Sweep away our foolishness and bring us back into a trusting relationship with
the one who has lovingly created us and longs to be our strength and life.
P: Dear people, hear the joyful words that God has forgiven us! Our misdeeds and folly are forgotten; grace
and mercy abound. Let us give thanks that we have a compassionate creator!
All: Amen.
Opening Song

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Onscreen

Prayer of the Day
God of justice, you love exalting the humble and showing mercy to sinners. Give us that same heart
for the oppressed, that we might work for the betterment of all and the coming of your kingdom on
earth, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
The Word – 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10
Narrator: After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the
Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. She
was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow:
Hannah: O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and
not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you
as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor
shall touch his head.
Narrator: They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to their
house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. In due time
Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said,
Hannah: I have asked him of the Lord.
Narrator: Hannah prayed and said,
Hannah: My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. My mouth derides my
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you;
there is no Rock like our God. Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your
mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the
mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. Those who were full have hired themselves
out for bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but she
who has many children is forlorn. The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and
raises up. The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts.

He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with
princes and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them he has set the world. He will guard the feet
of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for not by might does one prevail.
The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in heaven. The Lord will
judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.
Children's Time

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon Song

“Death Was Arrested”

Onscreen

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sharing of the Peace
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings
Mail Checks to: St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
1401 15th Street West
Hastings, MN 55033
Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html Then “Donate Online”
Offertory Prayer
You give to us and we give back, O God. Bless these gifts we present to you, and cultivate generous
hearts within us, that your will might prosper on earth, for the benefit of all your children. Amen.
Blessing
Sending Song
Dismissal

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Onscreen

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church Reformation Sunday
Online Worship Service
October 25, 2020
Welcome and Invocation
Pastor: The Lord be with you. Congregation: And also with you.
Call to Worship
P: Holy worship; holy word.
C: Blessed be God’s house!
P: Place of prayer; singing temple.
C: Blessed be God’s house!
P: Let us bring our praises here.
C: Blessed be God’s house!
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Hymn #504 or Onscreen
Verses 1, 2 and 3
Words of Confession and Forgiveness
P: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Pause for silence and reflection.
P: God of the covenant,
C: You have never failed in your promises to us, but we often fail to be your faithful people. We
waste our time and resources on things which do not give life. We doubt our abilities and hide
our light away from the world. We flee from your call when it doesn’t appeal to us. Forgive us
and call us back to your sustaining love.
P: God hears us when we repent and is quick to pardon our failures. Hear the words of your forgiveness
and believe that you have been restored by your creator’s great mercy and compassion. Rejoice!
All: Amen.
Opening Song

Song of Praise

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Verse 4

Hymn #504 or Onscreen

Prayer of the Day
Eternal God, your true dwelling place is with your people. Make of us a holy temple where you may
be praised and your will carried out for the sake of all, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
The Epistle – Romans 3:19-28
Lector: Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of
sin. But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law
and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
Pastor: For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as
a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at
the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
Lector: Then what becomes of boasting?
Pastor: It is excluded.
Lector: By what law? By that of works?
Pastor: No, but by the law of faith.
All: For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The Word – 2 Samuel 7:1-17
Narrator: Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan,
David: See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.
Narrator: Nathan said to the king,
Nathan: Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.
Narrator: But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David:

Lord: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did
I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the
Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I
will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will
punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. But I will not
take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. Your
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established
forever.
Narrator: In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.
Children's Time

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon

Pastor Gregory Geier

Sermon Song

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”

Hymn #509 or Onscreen

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sharing of the Peace
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.

C:And also with you.

Ways to Give Tithes and Offerings
Mail Checks to:
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, 1401 15th Street West, Hastings, MN 55033
Online: https://www.splchastings.org/donate-now.html Then “Donate Online”

Offertory Prayer
You don’t want showy buildings and burnt sacrifices, O God, but rather honest and generous hearts.
Receive these gifts we offer and bless them that your kingdom might come on earth, for the sake of
our Lord, Amen.
Blessing
Sending Song

“Prepare the Royal Highway”
Verses 1 and 4

Hymn #264 or Onscreen

Dismissal
Postlude

Ellen Diischer and Noreen Swanson Duet

